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Dancing the Night Away in 2017
The 11th Annual Dance the Night Away is
fast approaching. Each year we boast that
the event will be new and exciting and every
year it is! After ten years of local celebrity
ballroom performances, our show continues
to be a fun and highly entertaining winter
dance spectacular. Some may wonder how
this is possible?
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It’s because of the hard work and
dedication of the area’s premier dance
instructors, Gina & Luca Esposito. The two
make a great team working alongside our
celebrities and their dance partners. They
repeatedly find unique ways to display the
dancing prowess of our stars in classic
dances such as the waltz, the rumba and the
tango. This year, Gina & Luca have enlisted
the help of former dance instructor David
Katz to work with our couples. Everyone is
sure to be very well prepared by show time.
In addition, this year we will feature eleven
dance couples. In several cases, the partners
are both experienced dancers: Dr. Martin
Morell and his wife, Zaida; Professors
Mahadevi Ramakrishnan and her husband, R.
Scott Smith; Christina D’Amico and Ryan
Obernesser; and Dr. Gilbert Lawrence and his

wife, Philomena.
Also dancing are Dan Lichorowic and Ryan
Misencik. Both have watched the Dance
from the sidelines for years - Dan as part of
the Hart’s Hill team and Ryan as deejay and both have finally agreed to participate.
Deborah Cabral, The Declutter Coach, has
also agreed to take the dance floor for the
Good News. Rounding out our lineup are
Rev. Jim Cesta from St. Mary’s Mt. Carmel/
Blessed Sacrament, Max Cohen of Meyda
Tiffany Lighting, Gene D’Amico of Wells
Fargo, and Joanne Donaruma-Wade of
Delmonico’s Italian Steakhouse. With this
amazing lineup we are certain to have a
sellout crowd!
This year’s dance event will take place on
February 11th at Hart’s Hill Inn. Tickets are
$60 each. You may purchase tickets online
at www.thegoodnewscenter.org or by
calling 315.735.6210. With your ticket you
will enjoy a delicious dinner, a group dance
lesson, the celebrity dance contest and
open dancing. The night begins at 6:30 PM.
Come and enjoy an entertaining evening
with your family and friends. You will not
be disappointed.

Winter Social Hour Honoree
The Good News Center is so pleased to be
named the beneficiary of the Winter Social
Hour sponsored by the Maronite Young Adult
group of St. Louis Gonzaga Church. All
proceeds will benefit programs at the Good
News Center. Please see event information
listed to the right. Tickets are available by
calling The Good News Center or visiting
Facebook @Winter Social Hour.
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Message from Mike

In 2005, the Good News board embarked on
a focus toward strengthening marriages and
families through programs like Third Option,
It’s hard to believe that the Good News Foundation is
celebrating 25 years in 2017. I never had the opportunity to Retrouvaille and Marriage Encounter. Peer
meet Leroy or Hazel Schiedelman, founders and benefactors support mentors helped individuals and
of Good News. But, it was because of their daughter,
families through Grief Survivors and the
Separated & Divorced Group. Later, a Catholic
Elizabeth, and her husband, Dc. John Droz, that the Good
News Foundation of CNY was incorporated. Leroy and Hazel Bible Study Video Series was introduced and
donated much of their life savings in order to perpetuate
has been well attended by people yearning to
the mission of the foundation.
learn more about sacred scripture. Hundreds
Faith was an important part of their lives and they wanted of people have been educated, healed and
supported by these Good News programs.
people to have a relationship with God. The word
Evangelization became the focus of the mission at Good
We owe so much to the founders, board
members, faith-filled staff, many volunteers,
News. John and Elizabeth interviewed many faith-filled
Catholic leaders in our community. The Drozes initiated
donors, clergy and all who have helped this
tremendous growth during these early years by hosting
fine organization get off to a running start
luncheons, prayer groups, spiritual programs and noted
over these last 25 years. We are just getting
started...
guest speakers. There was a strong relationship with the
leadership of the Diocese of Syracuse.
Blessings,

Spotlighting
Tom Labayewski
Board of Directors
Tom Labayewski became a board member in
2015. He had attended meetings hosted at the
Good News Center in the past and was
generally aware of the services provided here.
Through Mike Buckley, he was exposed to
specific program offerings. Believing strongly in
the mission, he agreed to become a board
member when approached by Mike and Al
Shaw. Currently, Tom serves on the finance
committee and is Board Treasurer.
When asked about the future of the Good
News, Tom responded, “I would like to see the
Good News continue to offer and expand on
programs that support the family and the
parish. Anything that can be done to strengthen
families is important in the times we live in. I am
also very excited to see the efforts the Center is
making on behalf of Veterans. As a peacetime
vet, I feel that any outreach we can do for the
men and women that have served during
wartime is important.”
Tom lives in Clinton with his wife, Kim, and
their children, TJ and Sydney. Tom is employed
by the Boy Scouts of America and enjoys
coaching for youth baseball.

Marialyn Trevisani
Event Staff
Marialyn Trevisani first learned of The Good
News Center while buying a dresser at the
consignment shop owned by Andrea Buckley,
wife of our Executive Director, Mike. After
delivering the dresser, the Buckleys began to
mentor Marialyn, eventually, offering her a job
in childcare at the Good News. They helped her
attain her citizenship and find a permanent
residence. After several years of faithful service,
Marialyn’s responsibilities have expanded to
include joining the event staff. Our program
participants love being spoiled by “the nice
young lady” who serves yummy refreshments.
Born and raised in the Philippines, Marialyn
became a widow and single mother of two small
boys, Robert and Ryan, at a young age. She is
very proud of them for being great kids and
good students. Recently, she was pleasantly
surprised when her son told her he wanted to
work at the Good News because they are
“helping the community.”
Marialyn loves the mission of The Good News
Center. She recommends the Third Option and
Grief Survivors knowing people find comfort and
healing at the Good News. The presence of the
Holy Spirit is here. She can feel it.
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Whitethunder & Tanya Gomez

Chrissy Rzepka

Gerald Balutis

Paul Haley

Gladys Seiter

Larry & Marie Bova

Melanie Hanson

Sara Shaheen

Mike & Andrea Buckley

Judy & Fritz Hauck

Patricia Sheridan

Mike & Janet Butler

Michelle Holliday

Sandra Skeval

Frank Calaprice

Jane Jaskowiak

Rev. Lester Smith

Mary Checchi & Randy Brown

Henry Jaworski

Alison Spina

Virginia S. Chromczak

Jay & Lori Johnson

Carol Stappenbeck

Pam Costantine

Melissa Kehler

Step By Step

Gerald & Barbara Countryman

Jacquie LaMendola

Ellen Tasovac

Robert & Linda Crepeau

Francis & Marianne Lee

Helen Trotta

Judith Dodson

Rev. Richard Morisette

Bernard J. Vagnoni

Michael & Joanne Dziura

Alenn & JoJi Nidea

Ken Ziobro

Chorbishop John D. Faris

Ed & Barbara Paparella

Adelaide Foresti

Oliver Ruff

Thank You to our
gracious donors. If you
would like to support
our mission, please fill
out the enclosed
envelope and return it to
The Good News Center.
Donors reflect gifts rec’d
between August 2016
and November 2016.

Third & Fourth Quarter Grant Recipients

Grants

The Good News Foundation of
CNY, Inc. strives to support our
community partners through
Grants. For information on
grants, contact Pam at
pam@thegoodnewscenter.org or
call 735-6210.

St. Paul’s Church
Hope House
Care Net
Your Neighbors, Inc.
Holy Trinity Church
Notre Dame Elementary School
Holy Cross Academy
St. Mary’s/St. Peter’s- Rome
Total

Upcoming Dates
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study ………….
Jan 4 - Feb 22
Ephesians Bible Study (morning only) … Jan 12 - Mar 2
Retrouvaille …………………………………. Mar 17-19
Luncheon Series ……………………………. TBD
Seder Supper ……………………………….. TBD

$1,150
$5,000
$5,000
$1,500
$ 750
$5,000
$5,000
$1,000
$24,400

Visit www.thegoodnewscenter.org for more
info, updates and our full Event Calendar
Ongoing
The Third Option ……………….
Grief Survivors ………………….

3

Every other Sunday
6:30-8:30 PM
Every Tuesday
6-7:30 PM

Separated & Divorced
Support Group…………………… Every other Sunday
5-6:30 PM
Women at the Well ………… Last Tuesday of the month
6:30-8 PM
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New Parking lot
Over the past several years, the administration and staff of the Good News Center have struggled to schedule
events and programs due to the lack of parking. Although we have many conference rooms, our use of them
has been limited due to the number of available parking spaces. As interest in our facility from outside groups
has continued to grow, the staff has had to stagger the times of the events so that there was no overlap.
As of October with the completion of our new parking lot project, the facility can now
be used to its fullest capacity at any given time. To ensure the safety of our guests, new
lighting was made a top priority in the existing lot as well as the new one. The new
lighting has created a well lighted and welcoming area for our evening event guests.
Currently, visitors using the new parking lot may enter the building through what is the
bedroom wing. Plans are being formulated for a new entryway with a reception area
available where our visitors can be directed to the appropriate office or conference
space. This new configuration is projected to be in place sometime in the spring.
Meanwhile, we invite visitors to use our new lot and enter the Center through the existing back door of the
bedroom wing. It is our hope that our latest set of upgrades and future renovation plans will help create an
even more welcoming and safe environment for our friends and guests. We appreciate your patience and
understanding as we enter the next phase of this ongoing renovation project.

Celebrating 25 Years of the Good News Foundation
As Mike stated in his column, 2017 marks
the 25th anniversary of The Good News
Foundation established through the
generosity of Leroy and Hazel Scheidelman.
In 1992, the Scheidelmans incorporated the
Leroy and Hazel Good News Foundation. Located originally at
Scheidelman
St. Joseph-St. Patrick’s Church, then on the
site of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, the center
moved to its current location on Cosby Manor
Road in 2001. The building was the site of the
former community of Vincentian fathers who
arrived in Utica to serve the large PolishAmerican community. The Good News
Foundation has been able to revitalize the
property by upgrading the facility and clearing
much of the sixty-three acres that had been
overgrown.
Walking through the building you can feel the
presence and influence of the Vincentians. The
walls of the chapel are covered with murals
depicting the life and work of St. Vincent DePaul.
Local residents were used as models for some of
the characters in the paintings. As you walk the
grounds, you can visit the Trail of Peace. The

Stations of the Cross along the way are written
in Polish, the native language of these priests.
In 2005, the daily operations of the facility
passed from Elizabeth & John Droz to Mike
Buckley. Since 2006, under Mike’s leadership,
the mission of evangelization continues
primarily through offering relationship
education and support for the marriages and
families in the community through support
programs. The programs are ecumenical with
faith-based roots. In addition, the Foundation
has added very popular Bible studies that have
enhanced the faith lives of the participants.
Of course to continue this work, we rely
heavily on the resources of the Scheidelmans.
In the last eleven years, we have hosted a very
successful fundraiser – Dance the Night Away –
and in 2015 we launched The Flags for Heroes
and Families event. It is our responsibility to
continue the vision of the Scheidelmans while
meeting the needs of families in the Greater
Utica Community. We celebrate 25 years and
will do so throughout the year with various
events. Check our website frequently for
updates.
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Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible
Every single one of us
wants to be happy. The
great news is God wants you to be happy, too. God loves you
and has an amazing plan for your life. He wants to give you
the happiness and peace you desire. God meets with us and
reveals His remarkable plan for our lives in the Bible.

The study includes a series of eight half-hour videos
presented by Jeff Cavins. Jeff will guide you through salvation
history. He will explain how the Bible reveals God’s loving plan
for your life and provide you with helpful advice on how to put
your faith into practice. Each video will be followed by lively
small group discussions.

If you want to know God’s plan for your life and would like
to have a deeper relationship with Him and a better
understanding of your faith, then you’re invited to join us for
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible. You will not only benefit
personally from being part of this study; you will also help to
bring about a profound renewal in our Church as we all grow
closer to Christ.

The Good News Center will be offer Unlocking the Mystery of
the Bible on Wednesdays, Jan 4 - Feb 22. Morning and evening
sessions will be offered. Each participant will receive a colorcoded Bible Timeline Chart, a Bible study workbook, and the
ability to stream the study videos online at their convenience.
For more information or to register for the study, please call
315.735.3210 or visit www.TheGoodNewsCenter.org

Unlocking the Mystery helps you uncover the story woven
throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the
Bible and understand what it’s all about. The complexity of
the Bible is simplified through the use of a clever, easy-tofollow narrative approach and an ingenious color-coded Bible
Timeline chart. The chart helps you to follow the story that
ties all of scripture together and makes it easy to understand
the Bible.

Upcoming Weekend for Couples
Does your marriage need a tune up?
Or even a major overhaul?
Sometimes a marriage can run along fine and then
things change. It may need your time and attention.
Sometimes lines of communication break down and they need
repair. Sometimes our focus moves away from our marriage and
family and needs a little redirection. Sometimes a fair or average
marriage is just not enough. Have you ever thought to yourself,
"How can I make my marriage better?" If so, Retrouvaille can help.
Retrouvaille is a marriage program for couples whose marriage has
moved off course. It begins with a weekend program that can help
get your relationship back on track. It is an effective program that
has worked for thousands of couples and it can work for your
marriage.

Join Our Social Network!

NEXT WEEKEND: MARCH 17-19
For more information,
contact Registration team:
Wes & Brenda 800-470-2230
or visit
HelpOurMarriage.com

facebook.com/TheGoodNewsCNY
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10475 Cosby Manor Road
Utica, NY 13502
(315) 735-6210
www.thegoodnewscenter.org
info@thegoodnewscenter.org

Our Mission:
To share the love of Jesus Christ through
hospitality, spiritual renewal and the
support of parish and family life.

Good News Moment
Think about it:

Imagine this…
You are riding in a car going down a
steep, winding mountain road with
few guard rails and many curves.
Suddenly, the brakes go out and the
steering, too! Your only hope is to pull
the emergency brake or jam the gears,
but, to your horror, you realize you’re
not driving.
NO ONE IS DRIVING THE CAR!
You’re out of control!
Life can feel like this sometimes. The
question is if you’re not driving, who or
what is? Could it be your emotions…
your old habits…your job…your kids…
your spouse? Whoever or whatever it
is, when it’s consciously not you, life
can become upsetting and even scary.
In marriage, we don’t have the right
to control our spouse and our spouse
has no right to control us. But, more

often than not, in our attempt to “handle
things” or avoid difficult situations, we
often lose sight of this truth. Having
control is really about having autonomy
—the right to disagree and be different
in our own personal decisions.

Who or what
is in control
of your
marriage?



Am I in control of myself (my habits,
emotions, thoughts, etc.)?



Do I allow my spouse to “push my
buttons”?



Do I ever take advantage of my
spouse’s vulnerable feelings to get
him/her to do what I want?

Join us at Third Option where we
discuss many topics about relationships
and life, including control. Discover
where your control center is and how
anger, fear and detachment all relate to
control issues.
If you have control over yourself, you
will have no desire to control others.
~Miya Yamanouchi

