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12th Annual Dance the Night Away

O

nce again, the Good News
Center will be hosting Dance
the Night Away. Mark your calendar
for February 3rd for a night of fun,
food and dancing.
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The night begins with a dinner
followed by a group participation
dance lesson. Then the show begins.
Each year local celebrities agree to
practice over several months to be
ready to put on a show that will
tantalize the audience. This year’s
celebrities include Albert Zeina from
Zeina’s Café, Joe Tahan from Joe
Tahan’s Furniture, Callihan Marshall
and Marc Barraco from WKTV, Dr.
Anita Amidon from Laser Spa @610,
Al Tahan from Joe Tahan’s Furniture
with Salina Suy, DDS, Deacon Paul
Salamy from St. Louis Gonzaga
Church and Ben Maciewicz from
D’Arcangelo & Co., LLP.
Friendly competition goes a long way
when you have judges that are
supportive but also can do a bit of
teasing. Ray Durso from The Genesis
Group is one of our celebrity judges.
His remarks always add something
interesting to the event. The show is
hosted by local news anchor Kristen
Copeland.
So what more could you ask for?

As you may have guessed, this is a
fundraiser for The Good News Center.
What you may not be aware of is that
each year $1,000 is given to another
local nonprofit. The funds that stay
with The Good News Center go
directly to support the programs that
help families in our community who
may be having marriage difficulties or
who may be suffering through
addiction, for example.
The cost of the event is $60 per
person. Tickets may be purchased
online or by calling The Good News
Center at 315-735-6210. Mark your
calendar for February 3rd and join us
at Hart’s Hill Inn for a night of music
and merriment. See you there!!!!
We are now
offering a
new support
group for
Parents of
Addicted Loved Ones (PAL) — you are
not alone and there is hope. For program
schedule, turn to page 3.
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Message from the Director
Happy New Year! 2018 looks to be another great year for The Good News Center. We are pleased
to continue to offer the support programs that have been our hallmark: The Third Option, Retrouvaille,
Grief Survivors, Separated and Divorced and now Parents of Addicted Loved Ones. We continue to
discern what the needs are of the Greater Utica Community and look for ways to meet those needs.
We also are pleased to continue to offer programs that encourage spiritual renewal. Our two
newest Bible studies, Wisdom and Mary, Queen of Heaven are relevant to today’s world. We are
happy that Mary Hallman from the Office of Evangelization has agreed to return for another luncheon
series talk in March. We have also included in this issue an article about Women at the Well that is
designed to help women on their spiritual journey.
Thank you to all who supported our first annual appeal. It helps us to keep our programs at
low or no cost. We are grateful for all gifts and we thank those who could afford the sacrifice of
becoming a member of the 1992 Club which is a giving level of $199.20 or above.
Every day we see the work of God’s hands in what we do here. Thank you all for being a part
of our mission.
Blessings,
Judy Hauck

Spotlighting
Father Mark Kaminski
Board of Directors
After serving on the board of directors for a
year, Fr. Mark Kaminski became board chair of the
Good News Foundation in June 2017. Fr. Mark
became familiar with the work of the organization
as early as 1996 through his conversations with
fellow priests. He learned of the mission of
evangelization and that the Good News supported
those efforts in parishes. He became more
informed as the Good News shared their
intentions of a major grant to Notre Dame
Schools.
Fr. Mark is proud to continue the tradition of
helping families as outlined in the Good News
mission. He is pleased that the Good News strives
to discover the needs of the community and then
responds to them. As needs change, he is
confident that the Good News will find ways to
address them. As the Diocese of Syracuse
announces the Year of the Family, he hopes that
the Good News will become part of that diocesan
effort.
Fr. Mark has served the faith community of
St. Anthony’s-St. Agnes in East Utica for five years.
In his seventeenth year as a priest, Father
continues to enjoy his role that allows him to
interact with people on a personal level. Father
also serves on the board of Upstate Family Health
Clinic that serves the underprivileged with low or
no cost health care.

Michele Jones
Program Coordinator
Michele Jones joins the staff of The Good
News Center as program coordinator. Michele
recently returned to the Utica area after moving
away over 35 years ago. Upon her return, she
began to hear of the work of the Center through
her brother, Fr. Paul Madej, who conducted
retreats there. Until then she really had no
knowledge of the mission and work of the Good
News Center.
Michele loves the interaction with the
people who come for Bible study, but she has
learned that the Good News offers more than
spiritual renewal. She is pleased that the Center
offers family services that are much needed by
the community. She hopes that more will be
offered for single individuals who, she believes,
are an underserved part of our population.
Being married to a Marine, Michele traveled
extensively. She has worked in many different
fields, all involving human services. This
experience will help her in her current position.
She feels that experiencing the Catholic faith in
different parts of the US and the world will also
add to what she can offer here at the Good News.
We welcome Michele to The Good News
Center!
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Donors
Gerald Balutis
Maria Beck
Father John Buehler
Mike & Janet Butler
Kevin Cooke
Amelia DeMetri
Caroline & Richard Dibble
Father Paul Drobin
Paul & Robin Fostini
Catherine Gates
Pat Hagerty
Mary Harter
Lois Hoyle
Jane Jaskowiak
Brendan & Rebecca Kelly
Joyce McKevitt
Tom & Barbara Myslinski
New Hartford Climate Control
Kathleen Oliver
Lorna Perry
Father Leo Potvin
Michael & Glenna Pryor
Christopher & Ashley Putney
Ella Quinn
Deanna Russo
Chrissy Rzepka
Sara Shaheen
Roberta Wagner

Grants

1992 Club Giving Level
Aaron & Karen Baker
St. Mary/Mt. Carmel/Blessed
Scott & Loraine Bolen
Sacrament Church
Lawrence & Annabelle Calabrese
St. Paul’s/St. Ann’s Church
Concetta Carcone
Esther & Denise Truchon-Borek
Cynthia Cardarelli
Christopher Urban
Mary Checchi & Randy Brown
Judy Williams
Virginia Chromczak
Thomas Williams
Pam Costantine
William Wilson
Gerald & Barbara Countryman
Melissa Zeina
Patrick & Barbara Grimes
Paul Haley
Dave & Patty Hamlin
Judy Hauck
Michelle Holliday
G. Irene Hummel
Jay & Lori Johnson
James & Michelle Jones
Michele Jones
Matt & Linda Kiefer
Thank You to our gracious donors. If
Charles & Clare Manino
you would like to support our mission,
Maureen Mayer
please fill out the enclosed envelope and
James & Diana O’Looney
return it to
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
The
Good
News Center.
Cynthia Reles

The Good News Foundation of
CNY, Inc. strives to support our
community partners through
Grants. For information on
grants, contact Pam at
pam@thegoodnewscenter.org or
call 315- 735-6210.

Upcoming Dates

Donors reflect gifts rec’d between
August 12, 2017– December 8, 2017.

Health Friends
Holy Cross Academy
St. Mary’s Parish (Hamilton)
Spiritual Renewal Center
Syracuse House of Retreats
Tabernacle of Praise
TOTAL
Ongoing
The Third Option ……………….

$1,700
$5,000
$2,250
$1,476
$4,000
$2,500
$16,926

Every other Sunday
6:30-8:30 PM

Bible Study: Wisdom ……………………...….Jan 3-Feb 28

Grief Survivors ………………….

Luncheon Series: Why the Good News of Jesus Christ
Matters
…………………………………………………..….….March 5

Separated and Divorced
Support Group…………………… Every other Sunday
5-6:30 PM

Men’s Ignite Conference Bus to Syracuse …….March 24

Women at the Well ………… Last Tuesday of the month
6:30-8 PM

Spiritual Renewal Study: Queen of Heaven
…………………………………..…………… April 4-May 23

Every other Tuesday
6-7:30 PM

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones….Every other Monday
6:30-8 PM
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Compassionate Friends Finds a Home at The Good News
By Dave Roberts

When a child dies, at any age, the family suffers intense pain and may feel hopeless and
isolated. The Compassionate Friends of the Mohawk Valley provides highly personal
comfort, hope, and support to every family experiencing the death of a son or a daughter,
a brother or a sister, or a grandchild, and helps others better assist the grieving family.
During the support group meetings, families routinely share challenges experienced with
grief following the death of their children and are offered support and tools by the group
to help them address those challenges. Members are not required to share at each meeting; they can simply
choose to listen. Confidentiality is always maintained. The goal is to create a safe environment for
parents, siblings and grandparents to self-disclose and support others. Beverages and snacks are always provided
free of charge at our meetings.
Our chapter of Compassionate Friends offers two support meetings monthly. One is held on the second Tuesday
of the month at 7 PM at the Stittville United Methodist Church and the second meeting is held on the fourth
Tuesday of the month at 6 PM at the Good News Center. Phone support is available and a closed Facebook page
is offered at (https://www.facebook.com/groups/TCFMohawkValley/) for families to share their thoughts and
challenges following the death of a child. Special grief education programs are offered throughout the
year. Speak to your organizations about our services. For further information or to schedule someone to talk at
your church or organization contact Dave Roberts at 315-269-4522 or tcfmohawkvalley@gmail.com

….Women’s Spiritual Journey
by Sr. Mary Ellen Schopfer
Have you been looking for a place, a group,
where you could share your thoughts, your
experiences, your ponderings and wonderings
about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, prayer,
Scripture, your own spiritual growth—or desire
for it? You’ve come to the right place!
Welcome to a group called “WOMEN AT THE
WELL.” The group honors confidentiality,
acceptance and respect.
The title comes from the Gospel story where
Jesus meets a Samaritan woman that gives
truth, acceptance and direction. Jesus invites
her to look at her life, make more wholesome
choices the rest of her life and turn her heart
over to God.
Women at the Well is a conversation. May our
conversations help us gain a closeness to Jesus
as the woman at the well did and may each of
us be open to new possibilities in our own
relationship with God. In sharing or listening to
others, may it help us to look at our own lives

and discover how each of us might draw closer to
God. It might also remind us of God’s goodness and
faithfulness to us.
An evening likely includes input on a topic, listening to
music or song, questions to sit with, thoughts
individual women may have—lending itself to a
discussion, some quiet time, or prayer of gratitude or
concern.
There is no need to be fearful you must ‘SPEAK.’ Your
presence is participation. We do try to keep our
words in a time frame that will allow others or each
one present to add to the conversation, should they
choose.
If you’d like some companionship as you walk your
spiritual journey, come and join us on the last Tuesday
of the month at the Good News Center from 6:30 to
8:00 PM. Come as you please—every month, once in a
while or once just to see what it is like. The group is
facilitated by Sister Mary Ellen Schopfer, a sister of St.
Joseph, Spiritual Director, Retreat Director and
facilitator of small groups - days of reflection and
prayer.
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Bible Study: Wisdom
Do you wish you had more
peace of mind? Could you use
more wisdom in your decisionmaking? Do you ever wonder how
to grow in wisdom? You may not
realize that Scripture offers us wisdom that actually relates to
our daily lives. Through the wisdom literature of the Bible,
God shows us how to walk in His vision for our happiness and
well-being, as He created us to do. The wisdom literature—
Proverbs, Wisdom, Sirach, and Ecclesiastes—shows us that
God has showered us in livable wisdom. Wisdom: God’s Vision
for Life is your guide to learning how to gather, gain, and grow
in wisdom in your daily life.
Wisdom invites you to experience the transforming
power of taking time to apply God’s wisdom to your own life.
You will experience the peace of knowing God cares for you,
and you will see how God—and only God—can show you a
path through any circumstance.
Join us for this eight episode series that will run on
Wednesdays from January 3 - February 28. Morning and
evenings sessions are available. The cost of the study is $20
per person. For more information or to register, please
contact Michele Jones at 315-735-6210 or email
mjones@thegoodnewscenter.org.
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Upcoming: Spiritual Renewal
Please join us in April and
May for our next spiritual
adventure, a study of Mary’s battle
for you. Embark on a journey that
begins before time itself, when
Mary was only an eternal thought
in the Mind of God, and extends
into her life in Scripture. Discover
Our Mother throughout centuries
of Church history, as she
intervenes at pivotal periods—especially at her most
famous apparitions, when she made roses bloom on a
hillside in Mexico, when she made a miraculous spring of
water rise from the ground in Lourdes, and when she
made the sun dance at Fatima.
See the maternal care she has given to humanity
and the battle she has waged against the evil one, the
one she was put in enmity to for all time. After seeing
how she pursues us in love, learn how to grow closer to
Mary, Our Mother by making devotion to her part of your
daily life.
Take this journey now and discover the woman
who, from the very beginning, was destined to be the
Queen of Heaven.
More information will be forthcoming as we near
the beginning of this study. If you would like to be on our
email list please contact Michele at 315-735-6210.

Luncheon Series: Why the Good News of Jesus Christ Matters
You may think that you know all there is to know
about Salvation History.
Join Mary Hallman as she gives her insights on this
topic. Mary is the Director of the Office of Evangelization
for the Diocese of Syracuse. She has been in that role since
2013 hoping to “reach out to every department and parish
within the diocese to support the good work being done as
well as envision new ways and methods to evangelize
those in spiritual need. ” (from the diocesan website)
“We are bombarded by bad news, and yet we have
Good News! Jesus changed the entire course of history
with His resurrection on Easter morning. His life, death,
and resurrection mattered then, and they matter now.”

Join Our Social Network!
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Please join us
on March 5th from
11 am-1:00 pm as
Mary Hallman
reminds us of the
story of salvation
history and how it
has changed the
world and
continues to do so
everyday.
Please call Michele by February 26th to register at 315735-6210. Cost of luncheon is $12 per person or $10 for 1992
Club Members.

facebook.com/TheGoodNewsCNY
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www.thegoodnewscenter.org
info@thegoodnewscenter.org

Our Mission:
To share the love of Jesus Christ through
hospitality, spiritual renewal and the
support of parish and family life.

Good News:
Retrouvaille scheduled
for January

T

he Good News Center will be hosting a
Retrouvaille weekend January 26th-28th.

What is Retrouvaille?
According to the Retrouvaille website, it is a
program for couples in a struggling marriage.
Couples may be in the midst of a separation or
divorce and may want to give it one more try. Some
couples seek help at the initial sign of trouble.
Retrouvaille is appropriate for both circumstances.
Couples do not share their struggles with other
people. You will hear from couples that have been
through the program themselves. They will share
their journey from brokenness to reconciliation.

R

etrouvaille offers couples the opportunity to
sign off, get away, and examine their lives
together in a real and realistic way. It’s based on the
belief that marriage is the most significant
relationship on earth and is worth investing your
time, energy and efforts to make it the best it can be.
The weekend is hard work, but more worthwhile than
can ever be explained.
To register for the weekend, please call the Good
News Center at 315-735-6210.

