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Helping Families…. 

 Touching Lives 

  For 25 Years 



   It is comforting to know that the mission that LeRoy and Hazel Scheidelman instituted 
through their daughter, Elizabeth Scheidelman Droz and her husband, Deacon John Droz, is 
thriving after 25 years.  So many board members, dedicated staff and volunteers have 
worked tirelessly over this time period to share Christ’s love with others.  As a board  
member for fourteen years and director here for 12 years, it has been rewarding for me to 
see the fruits of John and Elizabeth’s efforts materialize.  Their passion for evangelization 
continues today with an  emphasis on healing marriages and families through peer led re-
lationship education programs.  It is encouraging to see clergy of all denominations refer-

ring people from their congregations to get the help that they need to strengthen their families here at the Center. 
When people enter the building, they later share with our staff that there is a special feeling in the atmosphere here 
on Cosby Manor Rd.  That feeling is the power of the Holy Spirit moving through each person that attends a program 
or event.  There are so many things that were accomplished in 2016.  Programs,   luncheons, retreats, Dance, Flags 4 
Heroes, Interfaith Coalition work, National Day of Prayer, continued Notre Dame Project support, a collaborative 
Youth Super Grant program, the list goes on and on.  

   It certainly is an honor to work with so many dedicated staff members over the years as well as the dedicated board 
members, donors and volunteers who have made this mission run so smoothly.  I must also recognize the tireless 
efforts of my wife, Andrea, who has been an inspiration to me in helping to develop the programs, helping to meet 
with hurting couples and in decorating the rooms here at Good News.   

   So the work of the mission continues, the faces change over the years and our faithful God continues to bless the 
Good News Foundation.   

May Christ’s peace be with you.                                                                                              

       Mike Buckley 

Mission 

To share the love of Jesus Christ through            

hospitality, spiritual renewal and support of parish 

and family life.  

Vision 

To be the resource for our community to turn to 

for equipping and strengthening God-centered 

marriages and family. 

Goals 

We wish to educate and build collaborative efforts 

in Central New York, with programming that    

supports strong marriages and families. 

Marriage and relationship programs at the Center 

will provide individuals and families with           

relationship education skills and spiritual renewal 

opportunities to strengthen marriages and the 

family unit as a Christian model for youth—our 

future.  
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A Message from Our Director . . .  



“Supergrant:” Grant Focuses on Collaborative Youth and 

Young Adult Programs and Events 
    Focus on youth has     

become an important   

component of the strategic 

plan of The Good News 

Foundation. With that    

emphasis in mind, the 

Board of Directors  enter-

tained a proposal for a 

grant from approximately 

twenty parishes of the   

Utica-Rome area. The grant 

proposed a collaborative 

summer program, young 

adult events, the Notre 

Dame Visions retreat, a 

youth council and a youth 

center.  

   In 2016, the Board of    

Directors awarded $30,000 

for the above proposal 

dubbed the Supergrant.  

Parish representatives             

collaborate in the spending 

of these allocated funds. 

Last summer they hosted 

their summer program and 

sent students to Notre 

Dame Visions. They are   

currently working on       

projects that comprise the 

remainder of the proposed 

events and activities.  

Grant Recipients 2016 

Boys and Girls Club    $2,000  Mt. Carmel - Notre Dame Visions* $5,000 

Brady Faith Center, Inc.    $3,500  Notre Dame Elementary School  $5,000 

Care Net     $5,000  NYS - Right to Life   $5,000 

Christ the King Retreat Center (2)  $4,000  St. John’s Catholic Society of Utica $3,500 

Diocese of Syracuse - Abstinence Education $1,500  St. Mary’s St. Peter’s, Rome  $1,000 

Divine Mercy Roman Catholic Church  $2,200  St. Patrick’s/St. Anthony’s  $4,120 

Emmaus House     $1,200  St. Paul’s Church, Whitesboro (2) $4,650 

Health Friends     $2,500  Tabernacle of Praise   $2,000 

Holy Cross Academy    $5,000  The Business Training Institute  $4,000 

Holy Trinity Church (2)    $1,400  Women’s Employment Resource Ctr. $2,600 

Hope House     $5,000  Your Neighbors, Inc.   $1,500 

Joseph’s House for Women, Inc.   $3,000  Total                 $74,670 

 *Part of Supergrant 

Also distributed in 2016: $1,000,000 as part of the matching grant to Notre Dame Schools. 

Above: An example of the weekly events sponsored by the 

“Supergrant.” 



The Faces of ………   

 

   Milestones cause us to take pause. This year, 2017, is a milestone in the history of 

The Good News Foundation. It is the year we mark twenty-five years of spiritual 

renewal and marriage and family programs that have benefited the community.  

   As we look back, it is fitting to recognize the devotion and generosity of the 

Scheidelman and Droz families. These were forward looking people who wanted to 

make a difference by offering programs that enhanced the faith lives of the people 

throughout the Mohawk Valley. Elizabeth Droz and her husband, Dc. John Droz, 

traveled extensively searching for ideas and programs that would invite people to a 

closer relationship with God. That manifested itself into various programs that were 

offered at locations known as The Good News Center, first at St. Joseph-St. Pat-

rick’s Church, then The Seton Center on the grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church and finally here on Cosby Manor Rd. Throughout the first half of our      

history, coffeehouses, luncheons, studies and workshops offered a wide variety of 

opportunities for individuals to enhance their prayer and faith life. 

   Under the leadership of our current director, Mike Buckley, the focus of the    

mission to evangelize was narrowed to “hospitality, spiritual renewal and marriage 

and parish life.” Two Catholic communities focusing on marriage were brought to 

the Center: Retrouvaille and The Third Option. Both communities continue to this 

day, helping to save marriages and families.  

   Today in addition to marriage programs, the Grief Survivors support group helps the family unit by aiding those 

experiencing the loss of a loved one. Lessons, activities, and guest speakers help individuals heal from their loss. The 

Separated and Divorced Support Group helps those who are experiencing the breakup of a marriage. Healing is   

necessary so that these individuals can continue as stable parents, brothers, sisters.  

   Where do we go from here? The opioid crisis is rampant in our country and in our community. Our staff has      

researched a faith based program that aids families dealing with addicted loved ones. It is our hope that we will form 

a support group for those individuals in the fall of 2017.   

   As 2017 continues, we will celebrate our anniversary with an Open House on June 21
st
 attended by Bishop Robert 

Cunningham of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse. We will have commemorative Masses at our two former 

locations and we will have a picnic the afternoon of our traditional Rosary Walk. We invite our constituents to be a 

part of these festivities.  

   So let us again recognize the generosity of Leroy and Hazel Scheidelman. These issues of spirituality and marriage 

and family would not and could not have been addressed in the unique way that we can as a faith based community.  

A Message From….Ed Paparella - longest active member of the Good News Foundation/Good News 

Center Board of Directors.  
   I remember like it was yesterday when Leroy Scheidelman came into my office 

in early 1992. His visit was to introduce himself and share with me a vision he 

and other members of his family had for an ecclesial movement here in the  

Mohawk Valley Region. I had not met Leroy before this meeting. I knew his 

name, as a very successful businessman in our community. We sat together for 

some time as he shared this vision with me. I listened with a very strong interest, 

moved by his gentle manner and spirit filled desire to share his love for God 

with others. I could feel the presence of Jesus in the room with us as I listened 

to his every word. After some extensive discussions his question to me was, 

“would I be interested in being a part of this new group sharing this vision.” I 

could feel the depth of his love for Jesus and I wanted to be a part of this      

exciting life changing movement. My life was never the same following that 

meeting.  



   In recent years, it would be hard to think of the Good News without associating Tanya and 

Whitethunder Gomez with the organization. 

   The couple were part of the original core of volunteers that helped establish the marriage 

programs that have come to symbolize the work of the organization. As integral members of 

the marriage community here at the Good News, they were featured in several of our     

commercials highlighting how the marriage programs helped heal their own relationship. 

Everyone remembers Tanya’s smile and how she points at Whitethunder indicating the role 

and responsibility he played in their relationship.  

   As a couple, they became heavily involved in The Third Option and Retrouvaille programs 

that blossomed into communities that helped scores of couples with their marriages. Tanya 

took on numerous roles to help plan and stage Retrouvaille weekends with other community 

members. Eventually, she and Whitethunder became Community Coordinators bringing the 

Retrouvaille Regional Gathering to the grounds of the Good News Center in the summer of 

2015, a high point for their tenure.  

   Through the years they have been involved in other ways as well. Whitethunder served for a number of years on the 

Board of Directors. Tanya, eventually, became an employee here at the Center. Her passion for marriage programs and a 

request by local clergy for a pre-marriage program, inspired her to create a program called “Ready, Set… I Do.” She    

initiated Bible study at the Good News that has inspired many to read the Scriptures themselves and become more    

familiar with God’s word. Tanya also researched programs to aid families in life’s struggles such as “DivorceCare for Kids: 

DC4K”, “Grief Toolbox” and “Smart Stepfamilies.” 

   Sadly, Whitethunder and Tanya recently moved just outside of Denver in December to take advantage of an opportuni-

ty for a job promotion for Whitethunder.  We wish them both the best of luck and remind them that they will always be a 

part of the Good News family. 

   Over the years I was blessed to serve on many different Good News    

Foundation/Good News Center committees, many as chairman, and witnessed first hand how Jesus brought about the 

Glory that God has promised for all of us, and that is - Life Everlasting.  

   My sincere thanks to Deacon John Droz, Elizabeth Scheidelman Droz, LeRoy and Hazel  Scheidelman and all the lead-

ership over the years for giving me the opportunity to be a part of this life inspiring faith organization for nearly 25 

years. 

   Deacon John Droz and Elizabeth Droz along with Leroy & Hazel    

Scheidelman were the driving force in bringing about this vision for our 

community. Over the years this became a mission highly recognized         

regionally, nationally and received strong support from the Diocese of     

Syracuse. I witnessed the thousands of lives changed and faith deepened as 

our mission brought all involved directly or indirectly to a place filled with 

God’s everlasting love and peacefulness.  

   The following Charter Lifetime Members represented the initial Board of 

Directors and current status today: 

LeRoy Scheidelman (deceased 12/01), Hazel Scheidelman (deceased 2/01), 

Deacon John Droz, Sr (deceased 4/09), Elizabeth Scheidelman Droz (term 

concluded), Rev. Msgr. H. Charles Sewall (resigned/deceased 7/15), Sr. Rose 

Vincent Gleason, OSF (deceased 11/11), Charles Gaetano (Emeritus) (term 

concluded), Connie Gaetano (Emerita) (deceased 1/12), Peter Karl III (term 

concluded), Harold Moore (deceased 4/02), Edward L. Paparella (term      

concluded 2016), Raymond L. Schultz (deceased 4/11).  

………Our History    



George and Rosalie Chard: 

Passionate about 

Retrouvaille Marriage      

Program 

No one wants to admit that their marriage could use improvement. Embarrassment and shame   
usually accompany that thought. But what many don’t realize is that most marriages could use some help. 
That is the norm rather than the exception.  

   George and Rosalie Chard thought they had a decent marriage. So when approached by the Executive  
Director of the Good News, Mike Buckley, about ten years ago to check out Retrouvaille, they thought it 
would be a great experience, but they didn’t think they really needed it. What they walked away with was 
an opening of their minds: there were things in their marriage that had never been resolved. They felt that 
their marriage had grown stronger over that weekend.  

   George and Rosalie are volunteers in the Retrouvaille program responsible for “posts.” Retrouvaille     
consists of an initial weekend where the couple turns off the world around them and focuses solely on each 
other. The weekend is followed by six post sessions, once a week for the next six weeks. During the      
weekend, they explained, a seed is planted, and that seed grows through the aid of the post sessions.  

   The Chards are passionate about Retrouvaille and they want to share with couples what they learned. The 
experience was such a positive one for them that they want couples who have a decent marriage or those 
who think their marriage is in trouble to participate. They also want to emphasize that there is no shame 
and there is no embarrassment in participating in the program.  

   What lessons did they learn? George uses the expression, “The pathway to growth is from the inside out.” 
He states that there are dynamics that undermine the couple’s relationship. Retrouvaille teaches advanced 
communication skills that are necessary to break through the damaging dynamics. For example, effective 

listening and dialogue are essential. George explains, “Emotions drive interac-
tion.” Misinterpretation can be the result, causing conflict in the relationship. 
Retrouvaille works toward changing the relationship between the couple from 
adversarial to viewing each other as a partner.  

   The Chards also stress that the blessings received from Retrouvaille are        
generational. While divorce can have a ripple effect on a family affecting not only 
the husband and wife, but also the children and extended family, conversely the 
help gained from attending Retrouvaille can strengthen the family unit into     
several generations.  

   Retrouvaille is offered twice a year at the Good News Center. For more          
information, call 315.735.6210. 



Spiritual Renewal 
   Spiritual renewal comes in many forms at The Good News Center. Below are only some of the events we hosted or 

participated in in 2016.  

1 2 

3 4 

5 6 

1. Washing hands as a part of the Seder Supper in March. 2. Fr. Paul Madej and Dave Barosci present a luncheon 

talk. 3. A grant for Historic St. John’s Church 4. Mark Bolos leading the singing at the National Day of Prayer   

Breakfast. 5. Bible study participants taking a group shot as they close out the session. 6. Mike Dziura leading the 

Rosary  in August on the Trail of Peace.  



Accomplishments of 2016 

   Our biggest accomplishment each year is staying focused on our mission of sharing the love of Jesus Christ through 

hospitality, spiritual renewal and support of parish and family life. We do that daily as people receive help and healing 

through the various support groups we offer and the funding we give in the form of grants to other nonprofits. Also we 

receive phone calls regularly from individuals who may just need to talk. Through that conversation we may come to an 

understanding that we may not meet their needs and then we may steer them to other agencies that can offer them 

the support they need.  

   But in order to continue to meet the needs of those we serve, each year we host fundraising events to keep our       

programs at low or no cost. The two fundraisers that we sponsor each year are Dance the Night Away that takes place 

in February and Flags for Heroes and Families that takes place in November. Below are statistics and pictures for each 

of these events. 

 

Dance the Night Away 

The 10th 

   The 10th Annual Dance the Night Away featured 

many alumni dancers. Paul Sacco and Rev. Carol 

Jubenville were one returning couple and Gina 

and Luca Esposito once again trained celebrities, 

both returning and new. Dr. Aymeé Belen and 

Rafael Ortiz were one of ten celebrity couples 

competing in different categories. Kristen 

Copeland returned as emcee. Screens were    

added to provide greater visibility. Attendance 

was at an all-time high with over 400 hundred 

guests in attendance. Gross revenue topped 

$35,000. One thousand dollars of the proceeds 

raised was donated to the Interfaith Coalition of 

Greater Utica.  

   The 2nd annual Flags for Heroes and Families was a huge 

success. 748 flags were sponsored with 15 organizations, 

individuals and businesses sponsoring a portion of the 

field. Thanks to the many volunteers including members of 

Notre Dame High School’s NJROTC, Feed Our Vets, and 

Rotary, the flags were put up and taken down with        

respect. A ceremony featuring recognition of WWII       

veteran, Lewis Smith, remarks by Fr. Paul Madej, retired 

Lt. Colonel Army Chaplain and a musical tribute by Sawyer 

Fredericks, winner of The Voice were only a part of the 

moving ceremony that helped Utica honor its veterans. 

Both Feed Our Vets and Veterans Outreach received 

$5,000 from the funds generated by this fundraising event.  



Spiritual Renewal 

   In 2016 we completed a long overdue project: the expansion of our parking, resurfacing of the existing driveway 

and new lighting. Many events at The Good News Center brought in more people than our parking lot could hold or 

multiple events simultaneously taxed our available parking. While this project is complete, the construction is not 

over as now we are looking to make a more suitable entrance from that new parking lot. So there is more to come.   

An Accomplishment of 2016: A New Parking Lot 

Scholarships Awarded in 2016 

   Catholic Schools were dear to one of our founders, Hazel Scheidelman. It was her wish that funds would be       

available for scholarships. She set up a fund designated to aid students attending Catholic Schools in the Eastern   

Vicariate of the Diocese of Syracuse. Below are the allocations for 2016. 

  

 Rome Catholic        6  $ 2,200 

 Notre Dame Schools     66  $27,050 

 St. Patrick’s         21  $ 8,100 

 Holy Cross                    7  $ 2,950 

 Total                   100     $40,300 



Money spent to carry out the mission of The Good News Foundation is categorized as     

program expense. This may range from  support of programs such as Retrouvaille or may be 

grants awarded to nonprofits that align with our mission. Above is a snapshot of how funds 

were disbursed in 2016. 

Program Attendance  at 

Attendance for programs is determined by 

the number of individuals who participated 

in the program at least once during the 2016 

calendar year. To the left is the list of        

programs and the number of participants in 

that program. 

Group   # of Participants 

Grief Survivors    148 

Separated & Divorced     33 

The Third Option   154 

Women at the Well    24 

Bible Study    139 

Retrouvaille      32 

$87,943 

$39,809 
$42,437 

$86,206 

$72,111 

$44,886 

$20,542 

$74,939 

$40,300 

$426 $690 $2,761 $10,000 

Program Expenses



 

YEARLY ATTENDANCE: 1706 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS: 51 

COST TO ATTENDEE: $0 

COST TO GOOD NEWS: 

 $51/PERSON/SESSION 

 

FACILITATOR: MELISSA KEHLER 

 

YEARLY ATTENDANCE: 255 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS: 25 

COST TO ATTENDEE: $0 

COST TO GOOD NEWS: 

 $156/PERSON/SESSION 

FACILITATORS:  

 ROXANNE HUBBARD  & 

 MICHAEL BIELEC 

 

YEARLY ATTENDANCE: 731 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS: 24 

COST TO ATTENDEE: $0 

COST TO GOOD NEWS: 

 $99/PERSON/SESSION 

 

FACILITATOR: MELISSA KEHLER 

Program Facts 

   

YEARLY ATTENDANCE: 61 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS: 9 

COST TO ATTENDEE: $0 

COST TO GOOD NEWS: 

 $86/PERSON/SESSION 

FACILITATOR:                                        

        SR. MARY ELLEN SCHOEPFER 

YEARLY ATTENDANCE: 1666 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS:  70 

COST TO ATTENDEE: $18.40 (avg.) 

COST TO GOOD NEWS: 

 $48/PERSON/SESSION 

 

FACILITATOR: TANYA GOMEZ 

YEARLY ATTENDANCE: 32 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS: 2 

COST TO ATTENDEE: $700 

COST TO GOOD NEWS: 

 $700/PERSON/SESSION 

 

FACILITATOR: VARIES 



John & Karen Acee 

Dr. Raphael & Marcia Alcuri 

Phil & Christina Amway 

Gerald Balutis 

Joanne Bonvicino 

Larry & Marie Bova 

Jane Brennan 

Mike & Andrea Buckley 

Mike & Janet Butler 

Teresa Cackett 

Frank Calaprice 

James Chappell 

George & Rosalie Chard 

Mary Checchi & Randy Brown 

Rosemarie Chiffy 

Jennie Chmielewski 

Virginia S. Chromczak 

Roger & Gayle Cleveland 

Claudia Coman 

Pam Costantine 

Gerald & Barbara Countryman 

Jacob Coutre 

Rosemarie Craine 

Robert & Linda Crepeau 

Ann DiFabio 

Tricia Dobson 

Judith Dodson 

Michael & Deborah Dyer 

Michael Dziura 

Chorbishop John D. Faris 

Adelaide Foresti 

Elizabeth Fusco 

Fred Gartska 

Rev. Stanley Gerlock 

GiveGab Inc. 

Whitethunder& Tanya Gomez 

Larry & Carmen Hagan 

Paul Haley 

Melanie Hanson 

Judy Hauck 

Michelle Holliday 

Jane Jaskowiak 

Henry Jaworski 

Jay & Lori Johnson 

Michael Jordan 

Melissa Kehler 

Dr. Pat Laino 

Jacquie LaMendola 

Gail Lawton 

Francis & Marianne Lee 

Rev. Paul D. Madej 

Laura Martineau 

Richard Matrassi 

Steve & Debbie McIntosh 

Garth & Donna Mellick, Jr. 

Ron Mineo 

Mohawk Valley Christian       

 Women’s Club 

Frank & Clorinda Mondi 

Nimon Moon 

Rev. Richard Morisette 

Alenn & Joji Nidea 

James & Diana O’Looney 

Terrence O’Loughlin 

Catherine Paige 

Janis Paolozzi 

Ed & Barbara Paparella 

Millie Parks 

Steven & Colleen Perta 

Jeannette Phelan 

Doug & Karen Pirnie 

Patrick & Mary Radel 

Oliver Ruff 

Chrissy Rzepka 

Barbara Sabbour 

David Schlaegel 

Tom Scholl & Laurie Reese 

Gladys Seiter 

Sara Shaheen 

Patricia Sheridan 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

Sandra Skeval 

Mark & Lisa Smith 

Rev. Lester Smith 

Alison Spina 

St. Louis Gonzaga Church 

St. Lucy’s Anglican Church 

Carol Stappenbeck 

Step by Step 

Stephen Szczygiel 

Ellen Tasovac 

Dennis & Helene Toczala 

Helen Trotta 

Bernard J. Vagnoni 

Stanley & Barbara Walerski 

John & Mary Walker 

Tom & Carol Wick 

Judy Williams 

Ken Ziobro 

John Zumpano 

Our donors help us keep our programs at 

low or no cost for those who are dealing 

with life’s struggles. Thank you on behalf  

of  all those whose lives have been touched 

by the generous donations of  our donors. * 

* Participation in Flags for Heroes or Dance the Night Away is not reflected here 



Board of Directors 

Board Chair                                                                                                                               

   Al Shaw 

Vice Chair     

   Lawrence Hagan 

Treasurer        

   Tom Labayewski 

Secretary       

   Mike Buckley 

Board Members      

  Clorinda Mondi   

   Dennis Toczala       

   Amy DeMetri      

   Steve Karboski 

   Chorbishop John Faris 

   Ricardo Rosero 

   Barbara Countryman 

   Mary Hallman 

   Fr. Mark Kaminski 

A Message From Our Board Chairman  
As my term as Board Member and Chairman of the Board of Directors for The Good News 
Foundation comes to an end after seven years on June 30th, 2017, I am proud to look back on 
many staff and Board accomplishments. 
 

 Each year The Good News Center continues to make its presence known in the greater 
Mohawk Valley through systematic, well-organized advertising. Our presence is          
displayed on billboards, in articles and advertising in the Observer-Dispatch, interviews 
on television and radio talk shows and even more so in community and individual social 
discussion. This has only improved over the years. 

 The Good News Center continues to extend beneficial services to individuals, couples 
and organizations in our community through our quality programs which include: The 
Third Option, Retrouvaille, Bible Study, Grief Survivors and our Luncheon Lecture Series. 
Such programs should continue to exist into the future. 

 Our Second Annual Flags for Heroes, displayed along the Utica Memorial Parkway, was 
again a great tribute to the many men and women veterans in and around our area who 
served our country. Hopefully, this will continue to exist for a long time to come. 

 The Good News Center continues to have a close and collaborative relationship with the 
Diocese of Syracuse; partnering in continued areas of evangelization, education, spiritual 
renewal and training. On June 21st, 2017, Bishop Robert  Cunningham is coming to The 
Good News Center to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of The Good 
News Foundation. The relationship with the Diocese of Syracuse is essential and should 
continue in new ways to collaborate and strengthen our ties. 

 The Good News Foundation is continually recognized as a strong supporter of Catholic 
education in our community. The Good News Foundation’s matching grant was          
instrumental in the new construction of Notre Dame’s multipurpose facility which was 
completed and almost entirely paid for in June 2017. Student use of the facility will 
begin in September of 2017. Our partnership with Notre Dame will never be forgotten in 
our community. The Good News Foundation will always be remembered in its support of 
Catholic education. 

 The annual Dance the Night Away Fundraiser was again a success providing those 
attending with a memorable night of fun, fine food, entertainment and a chance to   
socialize with members of our community. This event has always been an excellent fund 
and friend-raiser!  

 The Good News Center continues to spread the word to local priests, pastors, rabbis, 
organizations and the overall community about the many programs,   opportunities and 
facilities that our organization has to offer. Again, The Good News Center has become 
increasingly recognized and respected by our local religious community. 

 The Good News Center has again been recognized for supporting the National Day of 
Prayer at Hart’s Hill Inn bringing together many local churches in our community. 

 On June 8th and 9th, 2017, The Good News Center will be sponsoring the Navigating 
Through Grief Conference, hosting national speakers on the topic of Grief, in our first 
time endeavor in this area. Hopefully, this will continued to be sponsored in the Utica 
area on an annual or bi-annual basis. 

As I have said, I am very proud of all that we continue to accomplish each year. I am especially proud of the Board of Directors, 
Executive and Assistant Executive Directors, our staff, volunteers and donors, who through their dedication and generosity 
help make everything that we do possible. Our Mission, “to share the love of Jesus Christ through hospitality, spiritual renewal 
and support of parish and family life” has truly been a statement that we all have lived by during my time with The Good News 
Foundation. I certainly pray and wish the best for the organization and those individuals who serve in it in the future. I am 
honored and grateful to have served over the past years! Thank you and God bless!.......   

           Al Shaw 
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