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A message from 
Judy Hauck, Executive Director 

Mission 

To share the love of Jesus Christ through            

hospitality, spiritual renewal and support of parish 

and family life.  

Vision 

To be the resource for our community to turn to for 

equipping and strengthening God-centered 

marriages and family. 

Goals 

We wish to educate and build collaborative efforts in 

Central New York, with programming that supports 

strong marriages and families. 

Marriage and relationship programs at the Center 

will provide individuals and families with  

relationship education skills and spiritual renewal 

opportunities to strengthen marriages and the family 

unit as a Christian model for youth—our future.  

Twenty seventeen (2017) was a year of transitions for The 

Good News Foundation of CNY, Inc. These transitions began 

in January with the loss of two full time employees, Tanya 

Gomez and Melissa Kehler, although Melissa continued in her 

role as facilitator for two support programs. Then in July Mike 

Buckley announced his retirement as Executive Director and I 

was honored and privileged to be named his successor.  

My vision is to continue the work of The Good News Center: 

Helping families; Touching lives. That work comes in the 

form of various support groups we offer especially for 

marriage. With our newest group, Parents of Addicted Loved 

Ones, (PAL) we will strive to help the families of addiction. 

The help that these support groups provide allows us to be 

Christ’s hands on earth.  

The Good News will continue to offer spiritual renewal as 

well. Our Bible studies have and will continue. Women at the 

Well, through Sr. Mary Ellen Schopfer, will continue to offer 

spiritual direction. Our luncheon series will continue to bring 

in exciting guest speakers that will focus on helping people on 

their spiritual journey.   

Our board also saw transition. Al Shaw, Board Chair, retired 

from the board after seven years; his vacancy was filled by 

Regional Vicar Fr. Mark Kaminski. In 2017 we brought on 

four new board members: Cindy Cardarelli, Mathew Kiefer, 

Christopher Urban, and Melissa Zeina. With new board 

members, there have been new ideas, especially how to 

encourage youth and young adults to practice their faith.  

There is much about The Good News to be proud of. There are 

so many events and programs that are needed and well-

received. We look also to a future of new ideas to help our 

community such as PAL and youth initiatives. 

Thank you for supporting our work and being a part of 

what is The Good News Foundation. 

*On the cover: 

2017 marked the 25th anniversary of The Good News Foundation. 
Joining in the celebration were from left to right, Bishop Robert J. 
Cunningham, Diocese of Syracuse, Mike Buckley, Executive 
Director and Ed Paparella, Charter Board Member. 



Rome Catholic School 

St. Patrick's School 

Holy Cross Academy 

Notre Dame Elementary School 

Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School 

$1500 

$5900 

$2400 

$9200 

$6150 

$25,150 
in total scholarships 

 students 
to 84 

$24,926 
awarded in grants 

to 10  
organizations 

Also distributed in 2017:  

$1,988,587 as part of the matching grant to Notre Dame Schools , the remainder of the Notre Dame 
grant ($11,413) was distributed early in 2018  

Youth Super Grant $9,025 
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$1700 

$2000 

$5000 

$3500 

$1476 

$2250 

$1500 

$4000 

$2500 

In 2017, The Good News Foundation of CNY, Inc. made the final payment to Notre Dame Schools of a matching grant. 

The final payment of $2 million made a total gift of $4 million. The funds were to erect a multipurpose building on the 

grounds of the high school, build up an endowment fund to 

provide for scholarships and eventually to move the 

elementary school to the Burrstone Road campus. 

The founders of The Good News Foundation, Leroy and 

Hazel Scheidelman, believed in Catholic education. It was to 

that end the Board of Directors determined this gift would be 

in line with the mission of the organization. 

The Board of Directors and the staff wish Notre Dame 

success as they continue to move forward on the other areas 

of this project.  

Notre Dame Gift Complete 

The Business Training Institute 

Health Friends 

Historic Old St. John’s Church 

Holy Cross Academy 

New York State Right to Life 

Spiritual Renewal Center 

St. Mary’s Church (Hamilton/Morrisville) 

St. Theresa’s Church (New Berlin)  

Syracuse House of Retreats 

Women’s Circle of Praise 



Wesley Dean and Brenda Dow have been married for eight years. As with many couples, their marriage 

journey has had its ups and downs. They have learned over the years that a successful marriage takes work. 

Much of what they have learned has come directly through their involvement at/with The Good News Center. 

Brenda wanted to get her marriage to Wes right from the very beginning. Brenda had an unsuccessful first 

marriage, so together they attended Engaged Encounter. Through the process they were able to identify areas 

that were of concern in the relationship. They were so impacted by the experience that they jumped in with 

both feet and became volunteers with that program located in the southern Hudson Valley. They had 

experience with IT so they worked on creating a web presence including online registration and helped them 

develop a business model. Unfortunately the community didn’t last and they were on their own working on 

their relationship. 

Brenda found that going through the annulment process was cathartic. After pages of writing, she was able to 

release many of the feelings that were impacting her new relationship. When Brenda and Wes married, they 

were able to start fresh. But the concerns that had manifested themselves in Engaged Encounter reared their 

ugly heads. They actually talked about divorce, but realized that it wasn’t what either of them wanted. 

It was then that they found The Third Option at The Good News Center. While the program started them on 

their journey to recovery, it was really their weekend at Retrouvaille that turned the corner for them. Again, 

finding hope through involvement in a community, they volunteered their services. Within two months of 

finishing the program, they became coordinators of the local community located at The Good News Center.  

The challenges of being a coordinator were overwhelming, not because they were not capable people, but 

because of the perfect storm that ensued. Most of the longtime members of the community were suddenly not 

there. Some had moved, some had retired, some had marriage difficulties that needed to be addressed and one 

individual had actually passed away. Brenda and Wes were up for these challenges and took on most of the 

roles in the community.  

It was through giving back, though, that they felt that their marriage was becoming stronger. They began 

writing their story in order to become presenters in Retrouvaille and have since shared that story dozens of 

times at various locations.  

Wes explained how you can be yourself within the Retrouvaille community. Even though he has shared his 

shortcomings with the group, he finds himself accepted because everyone there understands that we all have 

shortcomings. And while many of the people who come to Retrouvaille are in pain, it gives him hope to see 

the healing. 

Brenda’s thoughts are similar. She says, “I need work; I am responsible for myself. But when I am at 

Retrouvaille I feel that I am home.”  

Wes and Brenda have not been blessed with children, but they feel that they make a difference in the lives of 

dozens of children by helping their parents have better marriages, making a better family life.  

“We are all part of the one body of Christ, though we are different parts.” Their part is helping marriages.  

Making a better family life… 
one marriage at a time 



On November 11, 2017 The Good News Center 

sponsored the third annual Flags for Heroes closing 

ceremony. One thousand eight foot flags had been 

posted for ten days along the Memorial Parkway. 

The day that they were installed was a typical 

November day, rainy and cold. The members of Notre Dame’s 

NJROTC program literally weathered the storms as they marched 

in formation to post the flags.  

On Veterans Day a select group of guests were invited to meet the 

keynote speaker of the closing ceremony, Chad Hennings. The 

guests included veterans, their families and sponsors. Chad 

Hennings graduated from the Air Force Academy and served in 

Iraq. His career also included playing football for the Dallas 

Cowboys. His message, delivered across from the flags on the 

Parkway, on a crisp but sunny day, was extremely moving. His 

remarks addressed faith, family and community. Music provided 

by La Banda Rosa, bagpiper Dr. Daniel Murphy and tenor David 

Ossenfort added a special touch to the ceremony. As dusk fell an 

additional feature was a luminary after the closing ceremony.  

Over eight hundred fifty flags were sponsored netting over $15,000 

that was distributed to Sitrin’s Military Rehabilitation Program, 

The Parkway Center and Notre Dame’s NJROTC. The funds 

generated and the honoring of veterans through the closing 

ceremony was the objective of this event. It was a great success.  

11th Annual Dance The Night Away  
Each year in February we host Dance the Night Away. As an 

organization that focuses on marriage and families, this event 

became a fixture of The Good News. Because the theme revolves 

around two people working toward the same goal, the event has 

come to represent marriages.  

We were blessed to have Gina and Luca Esposito choreograph the 

dances and to have many community members “step up” to dance: 

Deborah Cabral, The Declutter Coach, Rev. Jim Cesta, Daniel 

Lichorowic, and Joanne Donaruma-Wade and others.  

With 310 people in attendance, the 2017 Dance the Night Away 

grossed $30,676.85. We thank all of our sponsors, dancers, and 

guests for their support.  Pictured opposite are Gina & Luca 

Esposito, Deborah Cabral & Rafael Ortiz & Ralph Imundo & 

Joanne Donarumo-Wade. 



The Good News Foundation celebrated twenty-five (25) years serving the community by 

spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ through word and deed.  (See cover photo) 

Originally the brain child of John and Elizabeth Droz, the Good News Foundation was 

created through the generous donation of Elizabeth’s parents, Leroy and Hazel Scheidelman. 

Their united vision was to create a place that fostered evangelization and also offered 

financial support for preparation of clergy and lay ministry. As a result people gathered at 

The Good News Center whether at their first location at St. Joseph- St. Patrick’s Church or 

at the second location at The Seton Center at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish or finally on 

Cosby Manor Road. Various programs were offered both on site and at local parishes fostering evangelization. 

As the mission of The Foundation evolved, the work included support of family life. Through the years that manifested 

itself in marriage programs such as Retrouvaille and The Third Option. Relationship education continued through Grief 

Survivors and The Separated and Divorced program. Parents of Addicted Loved Ones (PAL) was most recently added.  

We celebrated our 25th year throughout 2017, beginning with our first special event of the year with a candle lighting 

ceremony at the 11th Annual Dance the Night Away in February. We continued the celebration in June, the month the 

organization was incorporated, with a special gathering inviting the only surviving member of the founders, Elizabeth 

Droz, Bishop Robert Cunningham, past and present board members and employees, and the community at large. A 

simple ceremony heralded the humble beginnings of the organization and chronicled the achievements. 

We closed out the celebration with a Mass of Thanksgiving in September at St. Joseph- St. Patrick’s Church. It was that 

month that the first offices were opened on the grounds of that parish.  

Thank you to all who participated in the celebrations. We look forward to many more years of serving the community. 

Navigating Through Grief 

For over a year, a committee comprised of Melissa Kehler, Dave Roberts, and Janet Butler worked to put 

together a conference focusing on grief. On June 8 and 9, 2017 approximately one hundred individuals 

descended upon the Radisson in downtown Utica and heard a bevy of speakers on grief.  

The event began on Thursday afternoon with keynote speaker Kris Munsch who lost his own son in a 

tragic car accident in 2005. Having to deal with such a tragedy was overwhelming and Kris developed a 

unique way to cope with the loss by developing The Birdhouse Project. Friday the event was kicked off 

with keynote speaker, Carla Blowey, whose own loss of a child made her more aware of the grief process 

and the existence of an afterlife.  

The event featured speakers from across the country and participants were able to choose which 

workshops to attend. The hospitality of the Radisson was exceptional providing lunch and snacks 

throughout the day. All who attended were pleased with the quality of the venue and the speakers.  

Thank you to the committee for putting together a quality event.  



Spiritual Renewal 
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Spiritual renewal comes in many forms at The Good News Center.  

Below are only some of the events we hosted or participated in 2017. 

2 

6 

1. Participants of our annual Rosary Walk stop along the trail at one of the Mysteries. 2. The Seder Meal set up before 

our guests arrived. 3. Tabernacle of Praise Church received a grant to bolster the involvement of young people in their 

faith journey. 4. A Bible study which meets every Wednesday. 5. Students from Notre Dame Elementary learn about 

the Ark of the Covenant while attending a retreat here. 6. Douglas Holzhauer presents a talk on St. John of the Cross. 



The addiction crisis has exploded throughout the country and the epidemic has not eluded the Mohawk 

Valley. Everyone from celebrities to your next door neighbor has been effected by the crisis. 

In order to aid the families dealing with addiction, Parents of Addicted Loved Ones (PAL) was launched 

at The Good News Center in September/October 2017. PAL’s primary goal is to provide hope through 

education and support. Parents and other family members dealing with addicted loved ones are offered 

confidential peer support. PAL is a national organization founded in Arizona by a licensed independent 

substance abuse counselor. A series of eleven lessons discusses topics ranging from “Delayed 

Emotional Growth” to the “Enabling Checklist.” 

PAL requires that groups be led by a peer, someone who is also going through a family addiction 

situation. Michelle Holliday leads the group. She has experienced 

addiction within her own family and has had to deal with many of 

the same circumstances that PAL deals with. The recovery journey 

is a complicated one and Michelle, along with the other members 

of her own family, have had to learn how to navigate the journey. 

PAL is growing and is helping one family at a time deal with these 

unfortunate circumstances.  

New Support Group Launched in 2017 

Grant Program 

Scholarship Program 

Spiritual Renewal 

Separated & Divorced Support 

Retrouvaille 

Family Programs 

Marriage Programs 

Good News Center Events 

Card Ministry 

Bibles, Books & CDs 

Veteran Programs 

 

$63,183 

$25,150 

$24,926 

$22,658 

$24,856 

$49, 595 

$62,470 

$39,558 

$782 

$1,289 

$15,250 

Total Program Expenses: 

329,717 



Yearly Attendance: 757 

Number of Sessions: 32 

Cost to Attendee: $0 

Cost to Good News: 

        $65/Person/Session 

Facilitator: Melissa Kehler 

Yearly Attendance: 206 

Number of Sessions: 23 

Cost to Attendee: $0 

Cost to Good News: 

       $121/Person/Session 

Facilitators: Roxanne Hubbard 
                & Michael Bielec 

Yearly Attendance: 630 

Number of Sessions: 23 

Cost to Attendee: $0 

Cost to Good News: 

       $99/Person/Session 

Facilitator: Melissa Kehler 

Yearly Attendance: 47 

Number of Sessions: 8 

Cost to Attendee: $0 

Yearly Attendance: 1706 

Number of Sessions: 51 

Cost to Attendee: $20 (app) 

Cost to Good News: 

       $35/Person/Session 

Facilitator: Annette Gape 

Yearly Attendance: 14 

Number of Sessions: 1 

Cost to Attendee: $700 

Cost to Good News: 

 $700/Person/Session 

Facilitator: Varies 

Cost to Good News: 

       $76/Person/Session 

Facilitator: Sister Mary Ellen 
                           Schopfer 

Yearly Attendance: 18 

Number of Sessions: 4 

Cost to Attendee: $0 

Cost to Good News: 

       $0/Person/Session 

Facilitator: Michelle Holliday 



Our donors help us keep our programs at low or no cost 

for those who are dealing with life’s struggles. Thank 

you on behalf of all those whose lives have been touched 

by the generous donations of our donors. ~ 

Phil & Christina Amway 

Aaron & Karen Baker* 

Amy & Kay Balog 

Gerald Balutis 

Maria Beck 

Scott & Loraine Bolen* 

Joanne Bonvicino 

Michael & Andrea Buckley 

Rev. John Buehler 

Mike & Janet Butler 

Teresa Cackett 

Lawrence & Annabelle  

    Calabrese* 

Frank  Calaprice 

Concetta Carcone* 

Cynthia Cardarelli* 

James Chappell 

Mary Checchi & Randy Brown* 

Rosemarie Chiffy 

Virginia S. Chromczak* 

Kevin Cooke 

Michael & Pamela Costantine* 

Gerald & Barbara Countryman* 

Robert & Linda Crepeau 

Amelia DeMetri 

Richard & Caroline Dibble 

Liz DiGiorgio 

Pat Diven 

Rev. Paul Drobin 

Michael & Deborah Dyer 

Steven J. Entwistle* 

Paul & Robin Fostini 

Elizabeth Fusco* 

Catherine Gates 

Whitethunder & Tanya                          

     Gomez 

Patrick & Barbara Grimes* 

Larry & Carmen Hagan 

Pat Hagerty 

Joann Haley 

Paul & Libbey Haley* 

Dave & Patty Hamlin* 

Mary Harter 

Judy Hauck* 

Kyle Hill 

Michelle Holliday* 

Lois Hoyle 

G Irene Hummel* 

Ralph & MaryAnn Imundo 

Barbara Jakubowski 

Susan Januszewski 

Jane Jaskowiak 

Henry Jaworski 

Jay & Lori Johnson* 

James & Michelle Jones* 

Michele Jones* 

Michael Jordan 

Melissa Kehler 

Brendan & Rebecca Kelly 

~Participation in Flags for Heroes or Dance the Night Away is not reflected here                 * 1992 Society Donors 

Matt & Linda Kiefer* 

Darryl & Elizabeth Klutts 

Michael Kwiatkowski 

Pat Laino 

Jacquie LaMendola* 

Francis & Marianne Lee 

Craig & Kathy Leiphart 

Paul & Sally Liddell 

Clare Manino* 

Maureen Mayer* 

Steve & Debbie McIntosh 

Joyce McKevitt 

Ron Mineo 

Mohawk Valley Christian Women's Club 

Mohawk Valley Financial Women 

Nimon Moon 

Barbara Myslinski* 

New Hartford Climate Control 

Alenn & JoJi Nidea 

Kathleen Oliver 

James & Diana O’Looney* 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

Catherine Paige 

Janis Paolozzi 

Barbara Pellegrino 

Lorna Perry 

Jeannette Phelan 

Doug & Karen Pirnie 

Rev. Leo Potvin* 

Michael & Glenna Pryor 

Christopher & Ashley Putney 

Ella Quinn 

Cynthia Reles* 

Bertha Romanow 

Sean & Deanna Russo 

Chrissy Rzepka 

Tom & Dorothy Scibetta 

Sara Shaheen 

Patricia Sheridan 

St. Louis Gonzaga Church 

St. Malachy’s Church 

St. Mary Mt. Carmel/Blessed 

     Sacrament Church* 

St. Paul’s/St. Ann’s Church* 

Carol Stappenbeck 

Paul & Susan Stewart 

Carl & Barb Tambasco 

Vincenza Terricola 

Dennis & Helene Toczala 

Helen Trotta 

Esther Truchon 

Christopher Urban* 

Roberta Wagner 

Raymond & Joyce Walker 

Daniel & Christine Welker 

Judy Williams* 

Thomas Williams* 

William Wilson* 

Lydia Zegarelli 



With the recent long-awaited weather changes, I am 

very pleased to report to you that many wonderful 

things have been happening at The Good News 

Center.  

As a matter of fact,  2017/2018  has been very busy 

for all of us. We have witnessed Mike Buckley’s 

retirement from the position of Executive Director and have welcomed several new 

staff members: Judy Hauck became the new Director and CEO, Michele Jones 

became Program Coordinator, as well as Debbie Sullivan as Hospitality 

Coordinator.  

Even though we are in the middle of a major construction – we are updating our 

entrances and adding an elevator, the building of The Good News Center has never 

been in better shape. The downstairs conference room has a new waterproof floor in 

addition to other much needed improvements which were made throughout the 

entire complex.  

Besides the physical plant and the staff, our Board of Directors was also reshaped. 

We are very grateful to the board members whose term expired last summer. Your 

commitment, determination, and vision for the future of the Foundation was always 

deeply appreciated.  It is my hope that with some new people on the board we will 

be able to continue this wonderful and fruitful legacy.  It is hard to believe that it 

has been more than twenty five years and The Good News Center continues to grow 

and flourish with renewed strength and vigor. While responding to the promptings 

of the Holy Spirit we strive to serve and minister to the People of God wherever 

they may be found. 

May God bless you always this beautiful summer and beyond and may we continue 

to share the love of Jesus Christ through hospitality, spiritual renewal and the 

support of parish and family life! 

Fr. Mark P. Kaminski, Ph.D., D.Min. 

Chair of the Board 

A Message from 
Fr. Mark Kaminski, Ph.D., D. Min. 
Chair of the Board 

Board of Directors 

 

Board Chair 

Fr. Mark Kaminski 

Vice Chair 

Barbara Countryman 

Treasurer 

Tom Labayewski 

Secretary 

Judy Hauck 

 

Board Members 

Rev. John Faris 

Mathew Kiefer 

Christopher Urban 

Cynthia Cardarelli 

Melissa Zeina 

1992 Society Donors of 2017 

As a part of the 25th Anniversary, The Good News Foundation kicked off its first annual giving campaign. 

Donors were invited to give at a special level of $199.20 in remembrance of the year the organization was 

founded. Those donors became a part of the 1992 Society. Members of the society receive discounts for   

Good News events. As of this writing a recognition celebration is planned for June 2018. 

Thank you to all our donors. 
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