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The Good News Center lost another friend this
past October, Luca Esposito. For over ten years,
Luca, with wife, Gina, choreographed the Dance
the Night Away which was hailed not as a
fundraiser but a “friend” raiser for The Good
News Center. Each event brought local
celebrities to the dance floor where they
“competed.” It goes without saying that without
Luca and Gina, this premier event would never
have taken place. It is through their efforts that
thousands of dollars were raised benefiting the
programs here at The Good News Center.
We thank Gina for sharing not only her time
with us, but her husband with us. We wish her
the best as she moves on to the next chapter in
her life. We pray for Luca that he will have
eternal rest. We know that if there wasn’t
dancing in heaven before, there surely is now.
We will miss you, friend!
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The Good News Center had a very good string of events with The Dance the Night
Away. But things change, some within your control and some not. With the loss of
Luca, we knew we had to change up the dance. So after months of research and
collaboration with dance instructors we are launching a new dance event entitled
“Shall We Dance?” This dance event will feature a dance competition, in the true
sense.
Prospective competitors, duets only, will be asked to submit a one minute video
along with a non-refundable $25 entry fee by February 14. Judges will review the
videos and select the best to compete on stage in the Msgr. Willenburg Center on the
campus of Notre Dame Jr.-Sr. High School on March 30. Competitors will be
notified by March 1st. There will be two age categories: 16-19 and 19 and above. A
prize of $250 will be awarded in each category along with a trophy. Judges will
select the winner, and there will also be a People’s Choice Award.
The event is open to the public and will be an evening of dinner, entertainment and
dancing.
For more
information
on dance
registration
to crosses
order tickets
event
In
Flanders
Field
the poppies
blow,
betweenand
the
rowforontherow.
visit our website (thegoodnewscenter.org).
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Message from the Director
Happy 2019! While the annual report is the place to review the previous year, I
am so proud of our accomplishments for 2018 that I just want to highlight a few.
First, the final Dance the Night Away in February was a tribute to Luca
Esposito, as we donated to CABVI in his honor. Second, the Flags for Heroes in
November with keynote speaker, Jan Scruggs, and one thousand flags on the
Parkway was a proud moment for all veterans. In December, our “live” Nativity
and the nativities throughout our building helped us portray the true meaning of
Christmas. And amazingly, we did all this while under major construction that is now complete.
What’s in store for 2019? We will be offering a new dance event entitled “Shall We Dance?” We are
bringing back by popular demand the Seder. We are engaging a musical performer for our luncheon
in May and in November we are planning a trip to the Holy Land. That is only the tip of the iceberg
as we continue to offer our support groups and Bible Study and our other spiritual programs.
It is an exciting time to be a part of the Good News. Thank you all for your generosity which enables
us to continue our work.
Wishing you health and happiness in 2019!

Spotlighting
Deborah Tyksinski
Board of Directors

Our Mission:
To share the love
of Jesus Christ
through
hospitality,
spiritual renewal
and the support of
parish and family
life.

Deborah Tyksinski joined the Board of
Directors in June of 2018. Deborah first
learned of the work of The Good News while
meeting at the facility when attending
Leadership Mohawk Valley. Earlier this year,
she learned more about the organization from
a current board member and agreed to serve.
She has become very involved serving on two
committees: Grants and Program.
Deborah hopes to see The Good News
continue with the same level of vibrancy while
reaching out to more audiences. She hopes to
see programs that could provide care to those
whose ministry is to care for others. She hopes
that The Good News can find a way to relieve
their burden and give something back to them.
For example, groups such as religious sisters
may need an avenue for rejuvenation. She
wonders if The Good News could supply the
means and could that be offered to other
caregivers as well? Deborah was pleased to
discover that another one of her wishes for the
organization is being fulfilled: the sponsoring
of a pilgrimage, this one to the Holy Land.
Deborah recently retired after forty years in
higher education. Her antique shop in
Bouckville keeps her quite busy. She has been
active in the Rome College Foundation board
as well as other state and national professional
associations. She is a member of Historic St.
John’s Church.

Irena Manolescu
Media & Marketing
Coordinator
Irena Manolescu joined the staff here in
May. She is a graphic artist who for years
shared her artistic talent on her own time by
creating flyers, posters and newsletters for
the school her children attended. Through
that contact, she learned of the good works of
The Good News and was inspired to join the
team here where she felt that she could make
a difference. Her position taps into her
creativity whereby she creates our
newsletters and flyers and is our in-house
web master. Her responsibility is to
coordinate marketing and media and has
exploded our Facebook page. (Like us!) She
is also working on cultivating relationships
within the community.
Irena would like to see The Good News be
more of a household name. Young adults are
an audience that she would like to see grow.
She believes that we need to offer more
events that cater to that group. By them being
here, they would be exposed to the other
offerings that we have such as the many
support groups. And if they don’t need to
make use of those services, they can refer
others.
Irena is married and mother of two grown
children and a grandmother of two. She loves
skiing and painting with watercolors. She has
almost two decades of graphics experience.
She is an asset to the team.
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Thank you to all our Donors!
Stephen Ash
John & Karen Acee
Gerald Balutis
Maria Beck
Scott & Loraine Bolen+
Michael & Andrea Buckley*
Mike & Janet Butler*
Teresa Cacket
Lawrence & Annabelle Calabrese+*
Frank Calaprice
Cynthia Cardarelli*
Fay Ciancaglini
Barbara Jo Carino*
Robert Cheron
Virginia S. Chromczak
Claudia Coman*
Kevin Cooke+
Pam Costantine*
Gerald & Barbara Countryman*
Linda Crowe
Anthony & Marie Cucinotta
Wesley Dean & Brenda Dow+
Amelia DeMetri

Barbara Diven
Shirley Diven
Drew & Betsy Donovan*
Shirley A. Dooley
Karen Eichler*
Joseph Elacqua
Paul & Robin Fostini*
Catherine Gates
Kevin Goodman
Neil Greer
Patrick & Barbara Grimes+*
Paul Haley*
Dave & Patty Hamlin+
Mary Harter
Judy Hauck*
Terry & Roxanne Heintz
Michelle Holliday*
Rachel Holliday
Lois Hoyle
Jane Jaskowiak+
Jay & Lori Johnson+*
Michele Jones*
Bill & Mary Anne Kahler*

Rev. Donald Karlen
Matt & Linda Kiefer+
Catherine Koscinski
Lisa Maline
Clare Manino+*
Irena Manolescu*
Dominick & Lauren Mattia
Maureen Mayer
Frank & Clorinda Mondi
Laura Muldoon*
S. Ann Murray
Patrician Dance Club
Kathleen Oliver*
Diana O’Looney*
Edward & Barbara Paparella
Rev. Leo Potvin
Michael & Glenna Pryor*
Tom & Dorothy Scibetta*
Gladys Seiter
Patricia Sheridan+*
Debbie Sullivan*
Helen Trotta
St. Mark’s Church

*2018-2019, 1992 Society Member Pledge + Completing 2017, 1992 Society Member Pledge
Donors reflect gifts received between July 6, 2018 through November 19, 2018
If you would like to support our Mission, please fill out the enclosed envelope & return to
The Good News Center.

St. Paul’s/St. Ann’s Church*
Carol Stappenbeck*
Vincenza Terricola
Deborah Tyksinski*
Christopher Urban*
Harold Vorce
Don & Martha Washburn
Eileen Waskiewicz
Judy Williams
Thomas Williams*
William Wilson*
Br. Leonard Wojantowski
Lydia Zegarelli
Stephen R. Zogby*
Lucretia Zongrone
Robert Zumpano

“Giving is not just
about making a
donation.
It is about making a
difference.”
-Kathy Calvin

Third & Fourth Quarter Grant Recipients
Assumption Church (Syracuse)
Care Net
Church of Annunciation
Historic Old St. John’s
Holy Cross Academy
NYS Right to Life

$5,000
$5,000
$1,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

Our Lady of Lourdes Church
St. Joseph’s Church (Lee Center)
St. Mary’s-St. Peter’s Parish (Rome)
Syracuse House of Retreats

$4,000
$2,650
$2,040
$5,000

For more information on receiving grants, contact pam@thegoodnewscenter.org or call 315-735-6210

Upcoming Dates
Bible Studies -

“Kingdom of Happiness”
Wednesday, January 9th -February 27th
10 AM-12 PM or 6-8 PM
“Pearls of Wise Living”
Wednesday, March 20th-May 29th
10 AM-12 PM or 6-8 PM

Luncheon Series-

“Don’t Just ‘Do” Lent, Practice Lent”
Thursday, March 7th 11 AM-1 PM
”Igniting The Light of Christ Within You”
Thursday, May 9th 11 AM-1:30 PM
Shall We Dance?-A Dance Competition & Fundraiser
Saturday, March 30th 6:30 PM

Seder-

Thursday, April 11th 6:00 PM

Ongoing Dates
PAL Parents of Addicted Loved Ones…
Every other Monday 6:30-8:00 PM

Grief Survivors…

Every other Tuesday 6-7:30 PM

Separated and Divorced Support Group…
Every other Sunday 5-6:30 PM

The Third Option…

Every other Sunday 6:30-8:30 PM

Women at the Well…

Last Tuesday of every month 6:30-8 PM

Please visit our website for dates of all our programs at
www.thegoodnewscenter.org, also check our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/TheGoodNewsCNY/
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The Good News will start the New Year in the right direction with a Bible study on the
“Kingdom of Happiness”. Father Kirby presents a compelling eight part series for finding
happiness through living the Beatitudes. He explains each one individually, and helps us to
understand how Jesus conveyed them to us through the Lord’s Prayer. It is a guide for all
Catholics to become vessels of happiness, dispensing this joy and integrity to all with whom
we come in contact. In order to live a joyful life, we must comprehend the connection
between the Beatitudes and happiness through doing and being our best. He teaches about
the love, power, and self-control within them by showing their practical, life-application in
today’s world.
In a world that offers fleeting pleasures in place of true happiness and false promises that
actually lead us away from happiness, it’s time more than ever to turn to the Beatitudes and
enter into the Kingdom of Happiness.
Join us for this series of grace-filled, life-giving promises that excite our souls and point us
along a way of life that assures us of true, lasting happiness. Our first session begins on
Wednesday, January 9th and runs through to February 27th. As with all our Bible studies
morning sessions are 10 AM-12 PM and evening sessions are 6-8 PM, the cost is $25.00 per
person.
Our Bible study continues again on Wednesday, March 20th with Jeff
Cavins and Sarah Christmyer “Pearls for Wise Living”. Like the book of
Proverbs, it is a book of wisdom, a collection of teachings on issues faced
by ordinary Christians in everyday life. Walk the walk. Tame the tongue;
don't gossip. Who are you to judge others (4:12)? Don't build up earthly
treasures. Do all that you can do and leave the rest to God; pray and be
patient (James 5). The prayer of a righteous man has great power; don't pray
for worldly selfish things. Confess your sins to others (James 5:16-18).
These teachings speak loudly to all those who feel torn between the
competing demands of this world and their faith. This ten session study
offers "Pearls for Wise Living" by applying the wisdom of James to the
present day. Learn how just a few small words can change your entire life for better,
find an anchor to hold you steady through the storms in life and learn to recognize the
source of discord and the way to peace.
Starting Wednesday March 20th and continuing through May 29th, join us for a truly
inspiring study, the cost is $25.00 per person. To register for any of our Bible studies
or luncheons call 315-735-6210 or email mjones@thegoodnewscenter.org.

Practice makes perfect.
Join us as we welcome
back Dave Barosci who
will help us make Lent
more meaningful with his
talk “Don’t Just ‘Do”
Lent, Practice Lent.”
Dave, a national speaker
for over 15 years, gives a
unique perspective on
Lent.
His approach to Lent is to look at many different ways that
you can “practice” virtues. One would expect to hear about
practicing the virtue of love and thus, that is part of his
presentation. But he also challenges us to think outside the
box in practicing virtue. Imagine practicing confrontation.
While that may sound like something to avoid, it may be
needed at the appropriate times.
So come hear about how to “Practice” virtues this Lent. Join
us on Thursday, March 7th at 11 AM as we learn more about
these unique “practices” and enjoy lunch afterwards. If
interested contact Michele at 315-735-6210. The cost is $12
or for 1992 Society member, $10. Please register by
February 28th.

Bible Study and
Luncheon Series

We welcome Paul Koleske
on Thursday, May 9th
from 11 AM until 1:30 PM
for our luncheon series.
Paul is a Catholic Christian
speaker, singer, songwriter
and recording artist who
will be offering a luncheon
talk, “Igniting the Light
of Christ within You”.
Paul will integrate faith,
witness and testimony with his music to show how it applies to
you and your life.
He will give you inspirational direction to experience an
increased presence of the Holy Spirit in your life! Paul has been
on EWTN and is known throughout the nation for his music
and speaking presentations. This mission will empower you to
live a more successful spiritual life! This is a very spiritually
uplifting event and you are invited to bring
family and friends. For additional
information on Paul's ministry go
to www.paulkoleske.com.
The cost is $12.00 per person or $10.00 for
1992 Society Members. Please register
before May 2nd by calling 315-735-6210 or
email mjones@thegoodnewscenter.org.
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Our Seder Returns in April
While it seems that we just celebrated Christmas, Lent will be here
before you know it. This year as a part of our Lenten journey, we are
planning to present a Seder once again. The Seder, by definition, is a
Jewish ritual service and ceremonial dinner for the first night or first
two nights of Passover.
Christians celebrate Jesus’s Last Supper on Holy Thursday. Jesus was
celebrating the Passover at that supper. The Passover highlights the
Hebrews escape from Egypt. The Seder that we present is celebrated
by a Messianic Rabbi who celebrates Jewish customs and traditions,
but also believes that Jesus is the Messiah. He will draw the
connections between the celebration of the Last Supper and the
Passover meal, the Seder.
Please join us as we invite Rabbi Steve Galiley to celebrate the Seder
meal here at The Good News Center on Thursday, April 11th at 6 PM.
The cost of the event is $25 for 1992 Society member and $30 for nonmembers and reservations are taken only with payment. For
reservations, please visit our website www.thegoodnewscenter.org or
call Michele at 315-735-6210.

Our Construction Project Reaches Conclusion
Except for minor touches that our guests wouldn’t even notice, the construction at the Good News Center is
virtually complete. We are so pleased to have a new handicapped accessible entryway where guests will now
be greeted with a new reception area.
Our guests with mobility issues will now have use of our lift elevator
which is large enough to accommodate a wheelchair.
Two handicapped accessible bathrooms have been installed, one on each
floor, and the bathrooms on the lower level have been renovated making
them more user friendly.
These renovations will make all of our guests feel more welcome and
included. Thank you for your patience during this time of construction.

The Journey Program
We are pleased to announce that in collaboration with Notre Dame Jr.-Sr. High School, a new program will be launched in
January to help teens who are experiencing divorce in their families. The program is entitled The Journey and will be led by
Notre Dame teacher, Brandy Miller. The program is funded by The Good News Center and is open to only Notre Dame
students.
The Journey was originally called The Big D, but after revising the program and including more emphasis on self-esteem
issues, forgiveness and setting future goals, the author deemed a new name was appropriate. This faith-based program has
been totally revamped for teens of the 21 st century. For information on how to enroll a Notre Dame student in this program,
please call the school at 315-724-5118. There is no cost for the program.
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The Good News Center invites you
to travel on a Pilgrimage to the

with Fr. Mark Kaminski

11 Days

November 30th-December 10th, 2019
For more information
contact Judy at 315-735-6210

This week I have spent several hours at the Good
News Center. On Tuesday I spent beautiful time
with Sister Mary Ellen at Women at the Well, a
beautiful program where we get together every
last Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM. Ladies,
think about coming, amazing time. Wednesday
evening I spent several hours with Michele Jones,
who is leading our Bible Study on Advent,
Preparing for Christ. Wonderful group of people
whom I have had the pleasure of being in Bible
Studies before with them, and also some new
people as well. Michele also makes it a very
enjoyable evening. Today, Thursday, I was there
from 11 AM to 1 PM for a beautiful discussion by
Anne Costa and a delicious lunch that followed.
So often I hear people say there is nothing to do.
Please consider checking out the Good News
Center. Judy and her staff are so welcoming and
so informative, you just might find that this is the
"other home" you are looking for.
-Lois

