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The Mission of
The Good News
Foundation is to share

the love and
knowledge of Jesus
Christ through
hospitality, spiritual
growth and renewal

"I finally have found my purpose in life."

and support of
individuals, parish
communities and
family life.

The Good News Center welcomes legendary baseball player and
Christian Minister Darryl Strawberry, Tuesday, May 5, 2020, 6 PM at
Hart’s Hill Inn. Strawberry has earned the legendary nicknames and phrases of one of
the most feared homerun hitters in the game of baseball, Straw’s Sweet Swing, Strawberry’s
Field Forever and The Legendary Straw Man! His career consisted of 335 home runs, was the
first overall pick in 1980 by the New York Mets and won World Series titles with the Mets
(1986) and New York Yankees (1996, 1998 and 1999) and was a eight time MLB All-Star.
Darryl Strawberry’s private life during and after baseball wasn’t a glorious one. Alcohol and
drug abuse, rehab, house arrest, parole violations, cancer, and several divorces left him with a
deep sense of hopelessness, battles that nearly ended his life and turned what appeared to be a
Hall of Fame baseball career into something less.
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Today life is different for Darryl Strawberry, he shares his story of redemption and has found
his purpose in life. Strawberry states "Today I have hope! No matter what comes your way,
or how many times you may fall, you do not QUIT! You never give up! You get up and you
keep moving. If there is breath in your body, there is purpose and reason for your life.
Sometimes that is difficult, if not impossible at times to see. I do not know why we have to
go through certain things in life, but I know that there is a purpose and a reason for
everything. When you feel like you’ve struck out at life, God has a way of bringing you back
for a game winning home run.”
Strawberry’s personal struggles of addiction, divorce and marriage issues, are all supported by
programs offered by The Good News Center. All proceeds from this event will benefit those
programs.
For more information about the event or to purchase tickets please call The Good News
Center at 315-735-6210 or visit thegoodnewscenter.org.
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As I write this it is two months since returning from the Holy Land with over fifty of God’s
faithful. People that had previously traveled to the Holy Land told me to expect to be changed.
I admit I was waiting for that lightning bolt and I was disappointed when it didn’t happen.
But in speaking to other pilgrims on the trip, they shared a similar feeling. What we discussed
was that we now had a different idea of what was really important in our lives. Collecting
“stuff” and living a comfortable life was what we had aspired to. But we now saw these things
as fleeting and that we were now more focused on things that were eternal.
I also hear and read the scriptures from a renewed perspective. I can visualize in my mind
where Jesus was and what was happening at the time in history. The scriptures have come alive
to me.
And I learned something else. God doesn’t always use the lightning bolt. As in the First Book
of Kings when He revealed Himself to Elijah, He was in the whispering wind. I need to pay
more attention to the small nudges that I feel.
Shouldn’t we all?

Spotlighting

Lacey Costantine- Event Support

Terrance Heintz- Board Member
Terry Heintz knew about The Good
News through his business. In his
profession, they often get inquiries for
Grief Support and have recommended
The Good News Grief Support
Program. As a relatively new board
member, he says that he is still learning
about the programs that are offered and
the help and support provided.
Terry states, “Besides support groups,
The Good News supports organizations
in the form of scholarships, grants and
most important spiritually. It is important in this
day and age to continue the Vision of The Good
News by helping those in need, be it individuals
or organizations, both spiritually and financially.”
Terry is the President of the Heintz Funeral
Home and has been a funeral director for 40
years. He lives in Marcy with his wife, Roxann,
and they have three sons, Pat, Tim and Nick, all
three in colleges scattered across the country.
In his spare time, which is rare, he enjoys
gardening, playing golf, relaxing at his camp on
the Black River and most importantly traveling to
visit their sons.

As Lacey was growing up,
her parents drove past The
Good News Center on an
almost daily basis. She
often wondered what they
did there and as she grew
older, learned about the
organization through a
family member.
In her role as support for
hospitality, Lacey meets
individuals who come to
our events and programs. She is often thanked by
these people, many of them going through difficult
times, for being a part of the organization.
Lacey can feel the spiritual environment of the
facility. She feels that what we do here is amazing
and has witnessed firsthand the emotions going
through our guests. She feels that we make a
difference. Her hope is that more young people will
learn about the organization so that they can make
use of it as they mature if they need to.
Lacey is currently a student at Pratt MWP where she
is majoring in art education and art therapy. She will
complete her art program at Pratt in Brooklyn
beginning in the fall. She enjoys crocheting and
reading in her spare time.

December Grant Recipients
St. Paul’s Church—Whitesboro

$5,000

For more information on receiving grants,
contact pam@thegoodnewscenter.org or call 315-735-6210
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Thank you Donors
John and Karen Acee
Alesia & Crewell Architects
Ellyn Bibik
Joanne Bonvicino
Chris and Jessica Bussonnais*
Lawrence Calabrese*
Frank Calaprice
James Chappell
Michael and Pamela Costantine*
Gerald and Barbara Countryman*
Rosemarie Craine
Joe and Lori Dellerba
Amelia DeMetri
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Mike and Cindy McCormack
Steve and Debbie McIntosh
Lurena McNamara
Garth and Donna Mellick
Rev. Leo Potvin*
Gladys Seiter
Sara Shaheen
Rev. Lester Smith*
John and Debbie Sullivan*
Helen Trotta
Joe and Mary White
Zia's
Robert Zumpano

Karen Eichler*
Patrick and Barbara Grimes*
Larry and Carmen Hagan
Pat Hagerty
Dave and Patty Hamlin*
Shawn Hast
Michelle Holliday*
Judy Hauck*
Susan Januszewski*
Jane Jaskowiak
Jay and Lori Johnson*
Matt and Linda Kiefer*
Catherine Koscinski
Andy and Irena Manolescu*

Donors reflect gifts received between December 1st 2019 and February 1st 2020 /*1992 Society Member
If you would like to support our Mission, please fill out the enclosed envelope & return to The Good News Center.

ONGOING PROGRAMS

UPCOMING EVENTS

PAL Parents of Addicted Loved Ones-

Luncheon Series -

Every other Monday 6:30-8:00 PM

Father Nathan Brooks
“Preparing for Holy Week”
Thursday, April 2nd 11 AM-1 PM

Grief Survivors Support Group-

Every other Tuesday 6-7:30 PM

Separated and Divorced Support Group-

Darryl Strawberry, Keynote Speaker-

Every other Sunday 5-7 PM

“Don’t Give Up On Me”
Tuesday, May 5th, 6 PM Hart’s Hill Inn

The Third Option-

National Day of Prayer Breakfast-

Thursday, May 7th, 7:30 AM Hart’s Hill Inn

Day of Prayer and Reflection with Father Gerry McKeon
Saturday, May 16th, 10:15 AM –5 PM

1992 Society Mass and Dinner-

Every other Sunday 6:30-8:30 PM

Theology Uncorked-

March 19th, April 16th, May 21st, June 18th, July 16th
6:30 –8:00 PM Hart’s Hill Inn

Women at the Well-

Wednesday, June 10th, Mass 5 PM-Dinner 5:45 PM

Last Tuesday of every month 6:30-8 PM

Wednesday, August 12th, Picnic 4 PM-Rosary 6 PM

Every Other Wednesday 12:30-2 PM

Rosary Walk and Picnic-

Love One Another-

Please visit our website for dates of all our programs and events at www.thegoodnewscenter.org
also check our Facebook page at www.facebook.comTheGoodNewsCNY/

FREE

Safety Summit for places of Worship
Thursday, May 21, 2020

MVCC Campus, Francis A. Wilcox Hall
Reservations are required, please call 315-735-6210

Open to all priests, ministers and all spiritual leaders and their staff.

Please share this important
information
with your spiritual
leader.

Join The Good News Center October
20th –21st for a trip to the Sight &
Sound Theatres in Lancaster, Pa. for
the production of Queen Esther.
Full details to follow as soon as they
are complete.
Experience one of the most riveting Bible stories of the Old Testament.
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Preparing for Holy Week

Upcoming Dates and Speakers
6:30-8 PM Hart’s Hill Inn

March 19

April 16
May 21
June 18

Fr. Joseph Salerno
Our Lady of Lourdes and
Our Lady of the Rosary Church
“St. Joseph- A Man Pleasing to God”
Rabbi Steve Galiley
Beit Shalom Messianic Synagogue
Topic to be determined
Mike Dziura
Historic Old St. John’s Church, Utica
“Why Mary?”
Deacon Anthony Paparella
St. Paul’s Church, Whitesboro
“God’s Revealing Presence”

The Good News Center welcomes
Father Nathan Brooks for our April
luncheon “Preparing for Holy Week.”
Holy Week is the holiest week of the year for Catholics, where
we are preparing ourselves for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Often we can allow the “busyness” of our lives to distract us
from going deeper into the spiritual opportunities Holy Week
presents to us.
Fr. Brooks comes to us from the communities of St. Anthony’s
and St. Mary’s Church in Cortland NY, and was ordained a
priest for the Diocese of Syracuse the past June 1, 2019.
Please join us Thursday, April 2nd, 11 AM –1 PM for this
time of spiritual preparation for Easter. Cost is $12 per person
or $10 for 1992 Society Members. Reservations are required by
March 26th. Call 315-735-6210 or visit us at
thegoodnewscenter.org

Day of Prayer and Reflection
“The Consoling Fruits of the Holy Spirit:
Our Receptivity and Response”
Saturday, May 16, 2020 10:15 AM-5 PM

We welcome Father Gerry McKeon, S.J., to the Good News
Center. Father is a Catholic Jesuit Priest in the Northeast Province
of the Society of Jesus. His ministry through the years includes
work as a Catholic Campus Minister at Holy Cross College,
University of Connecticut and more recently at Cornell and Ithaca
College.
Currently, he lives in the Jesuit Community at Le Moyne College
and is a staff member at the Spiritual Renewal Center, Lancaster
Ave., Syracuse.
Please join Father for the day as he
talks about “Growing in Gratitude”
and “Fruits of the Holy Spirit.”
Cost is $25.00 per person.
Reservations are required, please call
us at 315-735-6210 or visit
thegoodnewscenter.org

Walk the Rosary with Mary
Please join us for our 15th Annual Rosary Walk
here at The Good News Center on our beautiful
outdoor trails. The Rosary Walk aims to create a
peaceful environment ideal for meditation or quiet
reflection. In reciting the rosary, Mary walks with
us through the scriptures and through meditation.

National Day of Prayer Breakfast
As Christians, we are blessed to be able to come to God every
day, every hour, and every minute in prayer. In 1952, Harry
S. Truman declared a National Day of Prayer and signed it
into law as an annual observance. Having a National Day of
Prayer helps call attention to prayer. Americans are
encouraged to give thanks and to turn to God in prayer and
peaceful meditation. More than ever we need to pray for our
nation and our leaders.

Join us Wednesday, August 12th as we walk the Rosary
together. We will have a picnic beforehand from 4-5:30 PM, cost
is $10.00 per person and reservations are required.
Please join us for the annual National Day of Prayer
Breakfast 7:30 AM, Thursday, May 7th at Hart’s Hill Inn.
A Rosary will be prayed on the Center Lawn for those unable to Tickets are available at The Good News Center for $15.50 by
walk the trail. Seating will be provided.
calling us at 315-735-6210 or visit us at
thegoodnewcenter.org.
If the weather is inclement our chapel will be our prayer meeting
place. Join us for this event honoring the Blessed Mother.
“Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men.”
Free refreshments offered after the rosary.
~John F. Kennedy
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Our Holy Land Pilgrimage
Over fifty people traveled from The Good News Center to the Holy Land in early December. Our guide, Foteh, welcomed us to
Israel reminding us that we were pilgrims, not tourists. He couldn’t have been more right.
Each day was an enlightening and prayerful day with Mass being a part of our itinerary most days. The group saw places that
most of us have only heard about in the Scriptures. While most of the places could be verified through historical and
archeological means, some were the traditional places mentioned in the Bible.
Caves are a natural phenomenon in Israel. Most caves had buildings erected over them in the time of Christ so that the caves
could serve as a natural basement. Therefore the birthplace of Jesus has often been referred to as a cave. With no room at the inn,
the Holy Family would have been sent to an available space in a cave beneath the inn where the animals would have been kept.
Another cave was beneath Caiphas’ house. The house, which has been razed and built over, had a series of “cells” cut into the
cave that was found underneath the home. One would have housed Jesus when he was taken into custody. These places were
especially moving.
The group was able to visit the town of Capharnaum where Jesus practiced his ministry. Remains of the ancient town go back to
the time of Christ. The group also went to the Jordan River where they could renew their baptismal promises. In Jerusalem,
portions of the road that led into Jerusalem at the time of Christ are still intact. This road would have been the way that Jesus
entered the city when He arrived on Palm Sunday and the way He would have been led to Calvary. To actually be able to walk in
the footsteps of Jesus is beyond description.
The Western, or Wailing Wall, was also a part of the pilgrimage. The group was able to pray there, separated, male and female,
just as the last three Popes have done.
The group learned about the plight of Christians in the Holy Land. They now make up less than one percent of the population
and they are not allowed to travel freely throughout the country. Bethlehem was one of the cities that has a checkpoint leading in
and out. The pilgrims visited Christian homes in that city and learned how difficult it is to be a Christian in the Holy Land.
Sadly, one of the pilgrims had a medical emergency on the way, and was returned to Canada and then the States. She passed
away on Christmas. She was mentioned in prayer daily on the pilgrimage.
Evangelization comes in many forms. The trip to the Holy Land strengthened the faith of all who went as pilgrims, not tourists.
Plans to provide more pilgrimages are underway. Please check our website regularly for updates.

Outside Mass at the
Mount of the Beatitudes

Jesus’ Palm Sunday path

Cave beneath
Caiphas’ house

Jordan River

Capharnaum

Wailing Wall

10475 Cosby Manor Road
Utica, NY 13502
(315) 735-6210 Fax (315) 735-7090
thegoodnewscenter.org
info@thegoodnewscenter.org
Please like us on Facebook -https://www.facebook.com/TheGoodNewsCNY/

Love One Another Ministry Update
In our January newsletter we shared our vision of our new
Love One Another ministry: how we can be the hands of
Jesus on earth. In that issue you may have seen the pictures
of the toiletries delivered to Hope House. That ministry
takes different forms. It could be time, talent or treasure.
For some it is crocheting, others a donation and others
packing bags.
In February we made another delivery; this time it was to
CareNet and The Pines at Utica. Ladies who used their
crocheting talents, brought blankets to both locations and
mittens and hats to CareNet. While at CareNet we learned
that there is a need for newborn and size 1 diapers.
Therefore through March 31 we will be accepting donations
of diapers in those sizes. We were made aware of a need for
baby formula so we will also be collecting the formula for
CareNet and Historic Old St. John’s Church, Utica through
March 31.
From April through June we will be accepting school
supplies of crayons, glue sticks, pencils, rulers, index cards,
erasers, notebooks, and backpacks in preparation for the
new school year in the fall.
Thank you to all who have participated in this ministry
through sharing their time, talent, and/or treasure. God bless
you.
P.S. The crocheting ladies continue to meet every other
Wednesday afternoon. If you would like to be a part of this
group, give us a call (315-735-6210). No experience is
necessary.

Top photo: The table at The
Good News is overflowing
with all the blankets, hats and
mittens waiting to be
delivered.
Middle photo: Our visit to
CareNet. Left to right: Linda
Kiefer Good News volunteer,
Shelley Burns from CareNet,
Joan Davis Good News
volunteer, Barbara Jo Carino
Good News volunteer,
Michele Jones Good News
Program Coordinator and
Judy Hauck, Good News
Executive Director.
Bottom photo: Residents from
The Pines showing off their
lap blankets and shawls. Back
row left to right, Linda Kiefer,
Barbara Jo Carino, Joan
Davis, Good News
volunteers. Front row left to
right: The Pines’ residents,
Irene Kuroski, Mary Munz
and Sebastian Lupo.

