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A Message
Fr. Mark Kaminski, Ph.D., D. Min.
Board Chair
Dear Friends of The Good News Center,
The rise of COVID-19 has created a challenge to all of us in the middle of
the Lenten season and the celebrations of Holy Week as well as Easter were
a big unknown. As I am writing this annual message, I am very sensitive to
the grief and loss that many of you might be experiencing. Most of us have
never seen anything like this. This pandemic truly has interrupted our lives.
Some have suffered the premature death of loved ones, while others live
through and with pain and suffering. People are still losing their jobs. Many
of us have been placed under orders not to leave our homes and to shelter in
place. In most of our local communities, orders have been given to limit
gathering in public spaces. This has been hard for all of us.
But we also bear witness to acts of profound kindness and creative
ingenuity that remind us of the best within us. We are watching our faith
communities prove themselves to be incredibly adaptable as orders to stay
at home have not ended our collective need, even in times like these, to
give our thanks to God. I have heard stories of whole families, spread
across our region, being able to gather together for the same Mass via some
digital platform. That is such a meaningful gift we can offer in a season
such as this.
Remember that, first and foremost, we are an Easter people and we know
that God can reach us beyond all the barriers the world can
create. Remember that we are a people who know that the Holy Spirit can
revive us and who will be our strength in times of great distress.
So many agencies and municipalities in our region have already cancelled
or postponed various events and festivities, sometimes even months ahead.
Recently, many parishes also made a decision to postpone their annual
festivals and bazaars, hoping that we can all celebrate them later either in
the summer or in the fall. I am happy however, to tell you that so many of
our programs and services are and will be still taking place. Either in
person, when the restrictions ease, or through a digital medium, we can still
offer what so many individuals need and have come to depend on.
Remember, we all can do this. We are the Church, the body of the risen
Christ.
With every best wish and blessing as we continue to enjoy these beautiful
spring days,
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Photo on the cover is of our “Peace Trail” here at The Good News Center. The trail showcases
our recently restored Stations of the Cross. It is open to the public and we welcome you to come
and enjoy the peace and tranquility it has to offer.

A Message
Judy Hauck
Executive Director
As I write this message from home due to the Corona Virus, I realize that we
at The Good News were so blessed in 2019. The events that we hosted, the
people who stayed with us, and the traveling we did are currently a thing of
the past. This current situation gives us the opportunity to pause and travel
the road of reflection, to think about what is really important. That thoughtprovoking journey began for me when I was privileged to travel to the Holy
Land. I reevaluated what I thought important upon my return from that
pilgrimage. I thought I had learned much from that beautiful trip.
The
Good News Foundation
of CNY, Inc.
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But during this time working remotely, I realize more and more that God has
more to show me. The Good News Center is not a building. It is the people
that make up The Good News Center: the staff, the volunteers, our guests,
our program participants, our board members. It is people who are
important. God is taking me farther along this journey, teaching me so
much. I have taken for granted the encounters that I have had in the past,
now that I am not allowed to have such encounters for the time being. I am
aware of the void that has been created by social distancing and miss the
opportunities to share the journey of faith with other pilgrims.
What I hope this Annual Report brings to you, besides the statistics, is the
pure joy that we feel when we are with the people who share our sense of
mission. No matter how wonderful technology is, it can never replace the
eye contact, the smiles and the hugs of all those that are a part of The Good
News family.
I hope you will be blessed by the information provided and inspired by the
wonderful people we have come to know at The Good News Center.
May God keep you safe and healthy during these unusual times.

Marketing & Media
Coordinator
Irena Manolescu
Event Support
Jessica Bussonnais
Lacey Costantine
Building & Grounds
Supervisor
Paul Haley
Building & Grounds
Support
Logan Costantine
Chris Bussonnais

The Mission of The Good News Foundation is to share the love and
knowledge of Jesus Christ through hospitality, spiritual growth and renewal,
and support of individuals, parish communities and family life.

Bible studies are a part of the fabric that make The Good News Center what it is. Beginning with Tanya
Gomez a few years back, it has become one of the mainstays of the organization. It is truly part of our
mission to “share the love and knowledge of Jesus Christ.”
The format has been a part of its success. No one on the staff of The Good News Center has a degree in
theology. That made beginning a Bible study a bit of a challenge. After doing some research, Tanya found
Ascension Press to be a great resource. It has been the primary publisher that has been used over the years.
The format that is used includes a video and small group discussion followed by individual preparation that
we like to call homework. Depending on the series, the study can have significant “homework” or minimal
“homework.” The length of the series as well can vary from as short as six weeks to as long as twenty-six
weeks.
In 2019 The Good News Center offered three studies: Kingdom of Happiness, James, and Psalms. The
Kingdom of Happiness was a study of the beatitudes and how they are more than just nice sayings but a
way to true happiness as Jesus taught. The study of James was an in-depth study of that epistle as taught by
Jeff Cavins. Psalms was a unique study because it delved into the poetry of the Scriptures. The study was
structured to help participants develop a deeper dialogue with God. These studies had from forty to sixty
participants who attended either in the morning or evening.
Many of the comments received about our Bible study centered on the importance of the small group
discussion. Because the study is available online, attendance on site at The Good News Center is not
necessary. But the attendees stated repeatedly that gathering with like-minded individuals and hearing
different perspectives made the study more enjoyable and more thought provoking.

-Wednesday morning Bible Study is a highlight of my week. It is such a spiritually and
emotionally rewarding experience. I love learning about my Faith and forming deep
relationships with my fellow study participants. What a blessing! Thank you Good News Center
and God bless you. -Marianne
-For myself, especially as we are currently social distancing, I realize what a wonderful
experience to be able to come together with likeminded individuals and to learn from each others
interpretation of the Word. Sometimes in group discussion, after watching the video, a
participant will say something so profound and I am like – wow I never thought of it like that
before. -Pam
-Bible studies have been a blessing. I hope they will continue. Sometimes I have to miss them. I
have learned so much, deepened my faith, and love the fact they are all solid Catholic teachings!
-Ginny
-The Bible Studies sponsored by The Good News Center fill a great need in our faithful
community and are well-presented, timely and very affordable. No matter how many other things
pack themselves onto my calendar, I make room / time to take whatever studies are being offered;
they are essential to my personal balance and well-being and have greatly influenced my spiritual
growth. Many thanks and keep them coming! -Liz

-I've been taking the Bible study classes for a few years now and really appreciate the
opportunity The Good News Center has given me. I have learned so much and always look
forward to the next study. Michelle Jones is informative and helpful on all levels. It's also a joy
to meet new friends. Looking forward to seeing everyone soon. Stay safe and healthy to all the
staff. Happy Easter and God Bless. -Janis
-Scott and I have learned so much about our Faith these past years as students of the Good
News Center. The caring people and the ways of presenting our Faith is so enlightening to us.
We feel this is our home to come each week and be a part of learning God’s Word.
-Scott and Loraine

-I can't praise and thank the GNC enough for the Bible Study programs that have been offered
throughout the several years that I've attended. Each has been interestingly presented and
informative....I've learned so much from each of them. EPIC has been eye-opening and very
interesting. I'm keeping up with the study sessions from home, but, of course, miss the roundtable discussions with others and checking in with the GNC staff! Looking forward to future
Studies. Keep up the good work...and stay well during these trying times. -Claudia & Bill

We were pleased to reopen the second
building, The Annex, to guests in
2019. While the building appeared to
be a garage, the upstairs held several
bedrooms, a sitting area, and two
bathrooms, male and female. With the
renovations mostly complete, we have
converted the upstairs to bedrooms
that each have their own bathroom, a
much appreciated upgrade. There is
also space now for a laundry room. We were especially pleased that the first occupants of our renovated annex
were the Servants of the Lord of Matara, sisters who come from various places to share their community days on
our campus.
While our maintenance staff had to reduce the area available for storage on the ground floor to one bay, it
allowed us to purge the things we did not need and donate the items to people in need. We were able to convert
the remaining space to an indoor stairwell and a conference space and a kitchenette.
Currently there are a handful of minor modifications that still need to happen before we are ready to open the
bottom floor for usage. But we have come a long way in the process and will be able to make good use of the
space once completed. Meantime, we continue to use the upstairs, which has been a godsend to our guests.

In 2019, we worked very hard to put a dance event together
without our premier dance instructors, Gina and Luca
Esposito. Sadly, Luca had passed away the previous year. So
we worked diligently to continue a dance event that would be
different. We were striving for a dance competition among
adults that would be a draw in the community. When adults
didn’t respond we lowered the age requirement. This made
the event more of a family event instead of an evening out for
adults.
The event received a lukewarm response and while it was still
a successful fundraiser, it did not generate the funds that we
had hoped.
Hence, Darryl Strawberry. We did some soul searching and
decided that the Dance the Night Away/Shall We Dance?
Events had seen the end of a long and successful run for The
Good News Center. While it is with sadness that we end the
dance, it is with the knowledge that all fund raising events
have a life span and we had reached the end.
Bringing in Darryl Strawberry ties in to our work.
Strawberry’s name is recognizable for his years in the major
leagues. But his antics off the field gained him as much press
as his prowess on the field. Years of substance abuse and
domestic violence and finally bouts of cancer brought his
illustrious career to an end. But Strawberry has turned his life
around by turning to God and away from all the toxic
influences. His story is very remarkable.
Originally scheduled for a May 5 appearance, and then
rescheduled to September 23, we have decided to wait until
April 13, 2021 to bring in Darryl Strawberry. Because of
social distancing practices in place we want to make sure
everyone can hear his message and talk about his life after
baseball. Please visit the goodnewscenter.org for updated
information and to purchase tickets.

“I’ve finally found my purpose in life”
-Darryl Strawberry

The summer of 2019 was marked by contrasts. In June, we had the privilege to host seven young men
who were in various stages of a spiritual vocation: two of them were priests, two were brothers and the
remainder were discerning their calling. These young men stayed for four weeks on a silent retreat. They
were very respectful but did not communicate with the staff except with a nod or a smile. Finally on the
last day of their stay, they were able to talk and told us about themselves.
Late in the summer, we had a half dozen retired priests meet for lunch at The Good News Center. It has
been a tradition for the past several years that they would have lunch and some social time together. The
priests in attendance ranged in age from their early 70s to those in their 90s. It was a small gesture on the
part of The Good News Center to invite them in thanksgiving for their years of service.

In November we once again posted one-thousand flags along
the Memorial Parkway. Weather was a definite challenge. The
scheduled day for the installation of the flags was November 1,
the day after the Halloween floods. We had marked the field on
Halloween and thankfully the paint was still on the grass
despite the downpour.
But schools were closed due to the devastation of the floods
and Notre Dame’s NJROTC was unavailable. But we promised
that the flags would be up on that day. With a team of staff and
a handful of volunteers, we set to work and the flags were up
within a couple of hours. Tagging followed with hands that
were raw from the endeavor.
We were pleasantly surprised when several of Notre Dame’s
students showed up and neighbors along the Parkway left their
houses to help. Passing cars stopped and their occupants joined
in the installation. It was a very touching experience.
On November 9 we held the closing ceremony in the Parkway
Center, the first time using that facility. Fr. Donald Karlen led
us with prayers from the Prayer Book issued to World War II
soldiers. Members of New Horizons Choir sang songs
honoring our military and country. The Little Flowers from
Assumption Church led the Pledge of Allegiance.
There were many touching moments including the presentation
of American flags to World War II veterans, the salute to each
individual branch in song, the playing of Taps and the 21-gun
salute. All of these were memorable. But hearing the remarks
from a national hero, Lt. Col. Steve Russell, who was part of
the mission that captured Sadam Hussein, about duty and
country and getting the “bad guys” made the sacrifice of
service men and women tangible.

We were proud to present a check to Sitrin’s
Military Rehabilitation program for $16,000 to
aid post- 9/11 veterans. We want to thank
everyone who made the event possible and
helped us raise these funds.
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9/11 Prayer Breakfast
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Good News Luncheon Series

It is always a blessing to have the Servants of the Lord of
Matara stay at the Good News Center. While we are called a
retreat center, the sisters do not come for a retreat, but to
celebrate their community days. The sisters come from all
over the country, even all over the world. So this is their
time to reconnect with other sisters that they may not have
seen in a year or more. Arrival time is full of hugs and
rejoicing, laughter and spontaneous singing. The building
comes alive when they are here.

Each day upon the staff’s arrival to begin our work day, the
sisters are usually in the chapel celebrating Mass. The
sounds of their singing is angelic. Once they have eaten
breakfast and cleaned up, they are on their way to enjoy each
others company. They may go into the Adirondacks to go
hiking, or they may camp out at a state park, but it is usually
very economical and spiritual.
The sisters have made such an impression on the staff. They
have
been
called
“joyful,”
“real,”
“humble,”
“personable.” One staff member went so far as to say,
“There is an aura around them.” For the last several years the
staff has tried to make their stay special by offering them a
Utica night. It is then that we share our Utica fare with them
and get some time to actually socialize with them ourselves.
Last year we went off site and had dinner at our hospitality
coordinator’s home. The sisters had an evening event
planned of sharing about a saint and they asked the staff to
join them in the presentations. The presentations were as
varied as the sisters themselves: some sketched, some sang,
some played musical instruments and some wrote poetry.
Their talents were boundless.
The sisters’ visit has become as important to the staff as it is
to the sisters. We hope that with this pandemic, they will still
be able to come.

The sisters have made such an impression on
the staff. They have been called “joyful,”
“real,” “humble,” “personable.” One staff
member went so far as to say, “There is an aura
around them.”

Speaking from the perspective of The Good News Center,
young people are an underserved part of the constituency we
serve. We see many young people when parishes book
Confirmation retreats or when Notre Dame High School brings
their students to our campus. But that is about it. Most of our
events are tailored for an older audience, many of those retired.
Therefore throughout a good portion of 2019, a committee of
Good News staff and youth leaders from several parishes
worked to put together a program with a keynote speaker under
a tent on our grounds with music and food. To say that the
event was not well attended would be an understatement.
So we had to ask ourselves why that was. Did we not market it
well? Was it the venue, the time of year, the day of the week,
etc.? We could go on and on. Because we really didn’t know,
we needed to find out.
Then began a time of research. Visiting with college students
who were active in their Catholic faith, I asked why didn’t you
attend? The answer surprised me. As a student from outside the
area, they had never heard of us. They didn’t know who was on
the invite list. Would they know someone there or at least have
something in common with the other attendees? We needed to
know more about this age demographic. And then COVID-19
hit. No one was going anywhere.
This time of social distancing seems like a good time to find out
what is needed. This pause will help us to find out about this
group of individuals. It will help us better minister to them. As
priests retire and few are entering the seminary, lay people need
to take a more active role in evangelization. This experience
taught us that even the best laid plans can fail if you haven’t
included those to be served in the conversation.

In August, the staff and members of the Board of Directors gathered offsite to refresh and bond. Bond
sounds so cliché, but that is exactly what happened. This time together allowed us to get to know one
another in a different light while working on activities that made us think about who we are as individuals
and as an organization.

While the activities were light hearted and fun, we had serious conversations. We had time for meditation,
prayer, and introspection. Our facilitator, Margaret Castellini, put all this together through music. As a
culmination of the day, we had to put together a musical presentation that represented who we are as an
organization. While none of the presentations were suitable for a record contract, they did provide humor
as well as a new perspective on our focus and mission.

Theology Uncorked is a new program for The Good News Center. This program was the brainchild of John
and Debbie Sullivan and was run through their church, St. Joseph-St. Patrick. Its purpose is to evangelize the
unchurched or the fallen away which is the foundational principles of The Good News Center. Speakers
present information that inspires questions from the audience allowing them to dig deeper into their faith.
The Good News Center had supported the program through a grant and our Board of Directors saw it as a
worthwhile program to continue to support for the long term. During the latter part of 2019 we were in
discussion with their pastor, Fr. Dellos, to take over this program. With his permission The Good News
Center began running the program in January of 2020.
We thank the Sullivans, Fr. Dellos and the parishioners of St. Joseph-St. Patrick Church for allowing us to
play a bigger role in this inspiring program.

From the months of June through August last summer we were blessed with the presence of Frank
Cittadino, Assistant Art Professor at Utica College coming to The Good News to help restore our Stations
of the Cross that grace our Peace Trail.
His thorough knowledge of art and endless hours of doing research on what techniques and paints would be
best to use on the stations has brought them back to life once again. Although we could not get the stations
out on our Peace trail last summer we are hoping to have our maintenance staff put them out there as soon
as weather permits.
We are hoping for some nice weather for our Rosary Walk in August so everyone can truly enjoy them.
The Good News can not thank Frank enough for all his time and talent that went into making them new
once more.
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$94,214.93

was invested in our local
faith communities in 2019

GRANTS
David’s Refuge
$4,000
Historic Old St. John’s Church
$1,670
St. Paul’s Parish (Rome)
$1,500
Syracuse Diocese Office of Evangelization
$5,000
New York State Right to Life
$5,000
St. Joseph’s-St.Patrick’s Church
$5,000
CareNet
$3,500
St. Joseph’s-St. Patrick’s Church
$876
Rescue Mission Alliance of Syracuse
$3,900
Church of the Annunciation
$820
Tabernacle of Praise
$3,000
Holy Cross Academy
$5,000
St. Mary of Mt. Carmel/Blessed Sacrament Church
$5,000
Assumption Church
$2,000
St. Paul’s Church (Whitesboro)
$5,000
Super Youth Grant
$10,806.05

SCHOLARSHIPS
Notre Dame Jr/Sr High School
Notre Dame Elementary School
Rome Catholic School
St. Patrick’s Catholic School
Holy Cross Academy
Grant Programs
Scholarship Programs
Spiritual Renewal
Grief Program
Marriage Programs
Separated & Divorced
Women at the Well
PAL Program
Retrouvaille

$6,050
$9,250
$800
$3,000
$3,100
$61,208.88
$22,200.00
$60,347.94
$44,344.25
$42,788.98
$27,466.34
$5,595.19
$5,225.18
$25,009.84
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$416,648.78
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PROGRAM FACTS
THE THIRD OPTION

SEPARATED & DIVORCED

GRIEF SURVIVORS

PAL

Facilitator-Becky Madeira
Yearly Attendance-415
Number of Sessions-23
Cost to Attendee-$0

Facilitator-Anne Carlone Elacqua
Yearly Attendance-386
Number of Sessions-25
Cost to Attendee-$0

BIBLE STUDY
Facilitator-Michele Jones
Yearly Attendance-1008
Number of Sessions-62
Cost to Attendee-$25.00 (Average)

SPIRITUAL LEADER
LUNCH & LEARN

Presenter-Varies
Yearly Attendance-142
Number of Sessions-7
Cost to Attendee-$0

Veterans Programs
GNC Events
GNC Sponsorships
Parish/Clergy Support
Card Ministry
Bibles, Books & CDs
Evangelistic Materials
Hospitality

Facilitator-Roxanne Hubbard & Michael Bielec
Yearly Attendance-229
Number of Sessions-23
Cost to Attendee-$0

Parents of Addicted Loved Ones
Facilitator-Michelle Holliday
Yearly Attendance-72
Number of Sessions-23
Cost to Attendee-$0

WOMEN AT THE WELL

Facilitator-Sister Mary Ellen Schopfer
Yearly Attendance-58
Number of Sessions-9
Cost to Attendee-$0

RETROUVAILLE

1 Weekend in 2019
Attendance-14 Couples, 1 Priest, 11 Team Members
Cost to Attendee-$700
Five Post Sessions-Attendance 108
Six CORE Sessions-Attendance 49
Annual Meeting-Attendance 7
$16,000
$72,705.01
$8,860.76
$21,365.71
$653.16
$1,792.15
$810.15
$80.84

10475 Cosby Manor Road
Utica, NY 13502
315-735-6210
thegoodnewscenter.org

With COVID-19 on everyone’s mind, it is difficult to invite
pilgrims to walk in the footsteps of St. Paul in Greece in 2021.
But that is exactly what we will be doing as soon as the
pandemic lessens.
The pilgrimage will leave The Good News Center on May 24
and return June 4. Pilgrims will visit the various locations that
we hear about in the New Testament as St. Paul traveled
spreading the Gospel throughout Greece. We will visit
Thessaloniki, Corinth, Ephesus, and Philippi, all places that
Paul wrote to. We will also spend four nights aboard a
traditional Greek cruise ship (nothing fancy) while visiting
various Greek Isles including Rhodes and Santorini. Continue
to check our website for more information.

Join The Good News Center Tuesday, October 20 through
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 for our Fall Sight & Sound
Experience of Queen Esther.
Experience one of the most riveting Bible Study stories of
the Old Testament as it comes to life with magnificent set,
special effects and live animals!

Complete package includes transportation,
accommodations, 1 breakfast, 1 lunch and 1 dinner,
admission to the show and Kitchen Kettle Village
attractions.
For more details please call The Good News Center at 315735-6210 or visit us at thegoodnewscenter.org.

