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The Mission of
The Good News
Foundation is to share
the love and
knowledge of Jesus
Christ through
hospitality, spiritual
growth and renewal
and support of
individuals, parish
communities and
family life.
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Over the years,
The Good News
Center has had an
army of volunteers.
These volunteers
helped cook and
serve meals; they
stuffed envelopes;
they answered the
phone; they were
the backbone of the
organization.
Technology has
done away with
some of the
volunteer positions
and paid staff has
replaced others.
But that does not
mean that we still don’t need and use volunteers.
Matt and Linda Kiefer got involved at The Good News Center over five years ago. They
participated in The Third Option, a support group that enhances relationships. Third Option
teaches communication skills so that relationships can be built on the foundation of love.
When the Kiefers realized the benefit of the group to their own relationship, they volunteered
to become a sharing couple. They use their own experiences as examples that teach how to
integrate the skills into real life situations. As a result they have helped dozens of others on
their way to better marriages and relationships.
It wasn’t long after that Matt became a board member who serves on several committees:
Grants and Program. The Grants Committee oversees requests for funding by other nonprofits
who share a similar mission. (You can see the list of March Grant recipients on page 3.) The
Program Committee provides suggestions for new programs such as peer support groups as
well as those that promote spiritual renewal. It was a suggestion by a board member that we
began a new program called Love One Another. The program committee created this program
to help be the hands of Jesus on earth. This program has collected items for the homeless, for
pregnant mothers and for people who are struggling financially. They have delivered school
items, hygiene products and diapers to various nonprofits who distribute them on our behalf.
Led by Linda Kiefer, the program also includes many crocheters who have made lap blankets
or baby blankets which have been distributed to CareNet and various nursing homes.
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One of the signature events of The Good News Center is Flags for Heroes. Every November
one thousand eight foot flags are posted along the Memorial Parkway. It takes many
volunteers to set the field, including marking, pounding rebar, unfurling flags and setting
them. It also takes many volunteers to take them down and put them away so that they are
preserved. Matt is here for the entire process. He, along with many other volunteers, makes
this event successful.

Matt and Linda have a passion for helping others. I am sure that there are many individuals
who could find a way to share their talents with The Good News Center. It is our hope to
increase the number of volunteers. If you have a passion for volunteering or have an idea that
supports our mission, we would love to hear from you. Call us at 315-735-6210 and ask for
Judy. We can make an impact together.

A message from Judy Hauck, the Executive Director
With snow on the ground, it seems that spring is far, far
away. But we know the cycle of nature and we know that
after winter comes spring, a glorious spring. As I write
this, we are in the midst of Lent. Sadly we were not able
to offer many of our Lenten traditions such as the
Seder. But the pandemic forced us to find more creative
ways to evangelize and the staff really stepped up to the
plate.
As we know, many people are still uncomfortable being
in contact with others, at least for now. So we created a
video version of The Stations of the Cross. It was truly a
team effort with everyone pitching in either to pray, edit,
find resources, etc. The finished product was great for us
amateurs. We still encourage people to attend the church of their choice, but some
people need the safety of home, so we made the stations available on our YouTube
Channel (The Good News Foundation of CNY) and our Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/TheGoodNewsCNY). We also made use of social media and
offered a different opportunity for a charitable work every day on our Facebook
page called 40 Days of 40 Acts of Love. ZOOM has been a godsend for us.
Because of it, we were able to run a Lenten Journey reflection each Wednesday
where participants could share the journey with others.
During Lent we did a few in person gatherings. We held classes for meditative
prayer called Be Still and Know. Led by Father Mark Kaminski and Debbie
Sullivan, this class shared how to be in the present moment especially focusing on
your relationship with God. And as of this writing, we are planning on a retreat
with Fr. Gerry Mckeon, S.J. as we approach Easter. All of these events, lead us to
the Lord during the Lenten season.
As you can see, we have been very busy with our mission of evangelization. But
we are working on many other things as well. We are preparing for our new
meditation garden with the statue of St. Vincent de Paul as our focal point. Our
goal is to not only beautify our main entrance, but to provide a place for visitors to
spend some time in prayer and meditation while on our grounds.
We will be mounting the statue in the spring and laying the path shortly thereafter. This is where our
bricks will be placed. If you are still deciding about sponsoring a brick, you can still do so until
May 1st. Once the pathway is laid, we will then begin adding shrubbery, flowering plants and
benches. We will have a special unveiling of our meditation garden at our 1992 Appreciation Dinner
that will take place on August 26th. If you want to be a part of this project, please call us.

As we approach April, we are disappointed to once again announce the postponement of our event,
An Evening with Darryl Strawberry: Don’t Give Up On Me. The new date is April 7, 2022. We ask
ticket holders, sponsors and advertisers to be patient as we continue to work on making this event a
reality. While many of you may know Mr. Strawberry as a gifted baseball player, we chose him as a
speaker because of the adversities that he has overcome in order to be where he is now. Not only is
he a cancer survivor, but he has overcome his battle with addiction and turned to God to be his
strength during these times of crisis. He ultimately became a minister in response
to God’s call. If you have any questions about the event, please call us. Your
support is very important to us.
Thank you for being a part of The Good News family. As we have navigated the
COVID pandemic, we realize more and more that the people we serve are the
backbone of our organization. We hope that we continue to meet your needs as we
move further into 2021.

God bless,
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Do we realize how richly we’ve been blessed?
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Embark on a guided tour of the “Holy of Holies” of biblical theology.
The book of Hebrews is like a little Catechism. It is steeped in rich truths
that are foundational to our Catholic Faith.
Join The Good News Center for this eight week Bible Study starting
April 14th through June 2nd, 2021.
In this study Catholics will be able to see, appreciate, and take hold of
the riches God has given them in the New Covenant. Most
importantly, Hebrews will help Catholics appreciate the astounding
generosity of God as they see the wonders he has given us in the Church.
The cost is $30 per person. The morning session is 10 AM-12 PM and evening session is 6-8 PM. Please register by March
31st as there are capacity limits. Call 315-735-6210 or visit us at thegoodnewscenter.org.

There is a great spirituality behind rosary walks. The
rosary is Mary helping us reflect on the life of Christ.
We could say that Mary walks with us as we reflect on
the life of Jesus; she holds our hands and leads us
through the mysteries of her Son’s life. Mary also was a
person who was constantly on the move — going from
Nazareth to Bethlehem to Jerusalem to Egypt and back
to Nazareth. When we walk and pray the rosary, there is
a sense of solidarity with Mary.
During this time of a pandemic, being in solidarity with
people seems very difficult. But prayer can unite us as
we pray our Rosary Walk in solidarity with you. We ask
that you send us your intentions,
what you need from our Lord and
Savior. Those who attend our
We receive
Rosary Walk will receive a flower
so many
with your intention on it and they
benefits from
will pray for their own intentions in
praying the
solidarity with yours. At the end of
rosary
the walk, the flowers will be placed
in a vase in front of the statue of
Mary in our chapel. If you are able, we ask you to join
us on the walk.
We receive so many benefits from praying the Rosary.
We can have peace of mind, an increase in love for
Jesus, unity with our Church, a better understanding of
the will of God in our lives, and a greater focus on God
instead of ourselves. Join us as we unite in prayer for the
intentions of our community.
Please join us on Wednesday, August 11th at 6 PM for
our rosary walk here at The Good News Center.
We will also have a traditional Middle Eastern dinner
and dessert available from 5-5:45 PM. The cost is $10
per person and reservations are required by August 4th.

For Such a Time as This…Be Still & Know.
In March of 2020, the world closed and with it, The Good
News Center. Our hands were tied by outside forces, and
we were not able to do what we do best here at The Good
News Center: share our love, support and knowledge
through our programs in a spirit of genuine hospitality. In
our effort to bring hope to families during the pandemic, our
staff needed to brush up on technology skills, including how
to ZOOM. While becoming more proficient with the internet
a Mindful Meditation was discovered on YouTube. While
some meditations focus on self-healing, this one was
different; it focused on God. The image was calming; the
voice was calming; and the message was calming.
After conferring with Fr. Mark Kaminski, we learned that
there is Christian Mindful Meditation or Centering Prayer.
Awareness, to be present, to completely “Rest in God” come
to mind when thinking of Centering
Prayer. Daily Spiritual Exercise of this
Be in the
ancient method of prayer will bring
present
you home to your inner-self, to let go
the recycling thoughts that put you in
moment…
a bad place, to not worry about the
to be still and
future and be in the present moment… listen...
to be still and listen…God is waiting
for you…right where you are. Fr.
Mark had been thinking about presenting a program at The
Good News Center. He recommended the book, Be Still
and Listen – Experience the Presence of God in Your Life
by Amos Smith along with other teaching materials. A year
in the making – the art of Centering Prayer came to life
March 2021 with our first session of “For Such a Time as
This…Be Still & Know” presented by Fr. Mark and Debbie
Sullivan.
Those participating have found the experience joyful,
exhilarating and uplifting.
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Helping those in need one sandwich at a time
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Historic Old St. John’s Church “Sandwich Ministry” has been in
operation for over 30 years serving those in need. Each week, Monday
through Friday from 10 am until 11 am, you will find volunteers handing
out bagged lunches to those who show up in need. This ministry serves
over 250 bagged lunches a week in the summer and 200 during the
winter months.

It has been

COVID has hit many organizations very hard over the
a blessing
past year and Historic Old St. John’s Church is no
for the
exception. Since the onset of COVID, volunteers have
staff in
been hesitant to come out and help. One of The Good
many ways.
News Center’s board member had asked if any of the
staff could lend a helping hand on Monday mornings
making sandwiches. The Good News staff gladly stepped up to help and
has been doing so since October.
It has been a blessing for the staff in many ways. We have experienced
gratitude and humility and have seen just how caring people can be in
today’s world. The “Sandwich Ministry” runs strictly on donations.
Generous people drop off
the cold cuts, bread,
sliced cheese, cookies
and sandwich bags used
to make and package the
bagged lunches. Socks,
gloves, hats and mittens
are also often donated in
the winter months.
If you would like to
donate to the “Sandwich
Ministry” it is located in
Historic Old St. John’s Parish Center. Just knock on the door Monday
through Friday between the hours of 10 AM and 11 AM. They would be
most grateful!

Updating our kitchen with TLC
With the facility being closed to guests, it has
been a great time to give some tender loving
care to a vital area of the Good News Center
– the kitchen. The cabinets, especially under
the sink, were so worn that the finish was
actually gone. Our kitchen has not seen much
use during this time of COVID, but because
we have not had guests during this recent
uptick, we thought it would be a great time to
complete work in the kitchen.
Over the course of several weeks, our
maintenance team, Chris and Logan, painted
the entire room and stripped all the cabinets.
As of this writing we are determining
whether to go with a natural wood finish or a
painted finish. I would like to thank the team
for taking on this complicated task. When
finished, it will be a vast improvement.

Our Love One Another program donates afghan’s and lap blankets once again
Since the start of the COVID pandemic our Love One Another Program has not been meeting in our building, but that
hasn't stopped our volunteers from crocheting at home.
Recently we were blessed with over 30 assorted afghan's and lap blankets crocheted by our volunteers. Michele Jones, The
Good News Center Program Coordinator, brought the blankets to Jay Snow who is the Community Life Director at the
Masonic Care Community.
Once again we were happy that we could give something to the residents at our local nursing homes.
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Donors
Dr. Raphael & Marcia Alcuri
Anonymous
Bay Area Beauty Blogger
Boscov's Department Store
*Chris & Jessica Bussonnais
*Mike & Janet Butler
*Frank Calaprice
*Concetta Carcone
*Barbara Jo Carino
*Virginia Chromczak
Sean & Jennifer Clive
Kevin Cooke
*Michael & Pamela Costantine
*Gerald & Barbara Countryman
Rosemarie Craine
Patricia Currier
Divine Mercy Parish & The Mission of
Saint Bernadette
Michael Dziura
*Karen Eichler

Joe & Valerie Elacqua
Paul & Robin Fostini
*Elizabeth Fusco
Doris Goff
Dave & Patty Hamlin
*Judy Hauck
*Holland Farms Bakery & Deli
*Michelle & Timothy Holliday
Lois Hoyle
Ralph & MaryAnn Imundo
Susan Januszewski
Jane Jaskowiak
*Jay & Lori Johnson
*Bill & Mary Anne Kahler
Daniel & Beverly Kane
Dave & Karen Keep
*Matt & Linda Kiefer
*Steve & Diana Kingsley
*Lisa Maline
*Andy & Irena Manolescu
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*Mike & Cindy McCormack
Steve & Debbie McIntosh
Lurena McNamara
Frank & Clorinda Mondi
Janis Palozzi
*Frank & Margaret Papale
Cathy Patterman
Jack Phelan
*Karen Pirnie
*Father Leo Potvin
Joe Rzepka
Al & Joan Shaw
Patricia Sheridan
*Mark & Lisa Smith
*John & Debbie Sullivan
Helen Trotta
Judy Williams
*David & Christine Zumpano
John Zumpano
Robert Zumpano

Donors reflect gifts received between December 2, 2020 through March 4, 2021/*1992 Society Member
If you would like to support our Mission, please fill out the enclosed envelope & return to The Good News Center.

Upcoming Dates
Bible Study-The Gospel of Salvation in Hebrews
Wednesdays, April 14th-June 2nd
10 AM-12 PM or 6-8 PM
Good News Luncheon SeriesDate To Be Announced
Spring Fling Garage Sale at The Good News Center
Friday, May 21st 9 AM-4 PM
Saturday, May 22nd 9 AM– 3 PM
Rosary Walk & Middle Eastern Dinner
Wednesday, August 11th
Dinner 5-5:45 PM Rosary Walk at 6 PM
1992 Society Mass, Dinner & Garden Dedication
Thursday, August 26th
Mass 5 PM-Dedication and Dinner to follow
Greece PilgrimageOctober 4th-15th
Informational night Thursday, April 29th at 6:30 PM
Flags for Heroes 2021November 2nd-November 11th
Darryl Strawberry- “Don’t Give Up On Me”
Thursday, April 7th, 2022

Ongoing Dates
Theology UncorkedThird Thursday every month 6:30–8 PM
Hart’s Hill Inn, Whitesboro, NY
Thursday, April 15th, Fr. Nathan Brooks
Thursday, May 20th, Fr. Joe Salerno
Thursday, June 17th, Fr. Chris Seibt
Thursday, July 15th, Anne Costa
Thursday, August 19th, Alexander LaPoint
Thursday, September 16th, Chris Spilka
PAL- Parents of Addicted Loved OnesEvery other Monday 6:30-8 PM
Grief SurvivorsEvery other Tuesday 6-7:30 PM
Separated and Divorced Support GroupEvery other Sunday 4-6 PM
The Third OptionEvery other Sunday 6:30-8:30 PM
Love One AnotherEvery Other Wednesday 12:30-2 PM
Women at the WellLast Tuesday of every month 6:30-8 PM
(on hold until further notice)

We are happy to announce that as of March 14th The Good News Center is open to the public with CDC guidelines in place.
All of our support programs will be in hybrid format meaning that we will be both in person and virtual, giving participants an option.
Our Theology Uncorked will resume in person at Hart’s Hill Inn in April with limited capacity and social distancing enforced.
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Walking in the footsteps of Saint Paul
The New Testament is full of letters from St. Paul to different Christian communities that he had visited: Corinth, Philippi,
Thessaloniki, and Ephesus. His letters were full of encouragement and advice all based on the needs of the community. His
words are commonly read during Mass.
This is your chance to walk in the footsteps of St. Paul and to experience the place where Paul was put on trial but also inspired
him to write his beautiful message of love in the letter to the Corinthians. In addition, you will visit Philippi where Paul
established the first church in Europe. While this trip is a pilgrimage, you will also experience the sites of Athens such as the
Acropolis. You will then spend three nights on the Mediterranean as you tour the Greek Isles of Rhodes, Crete and Santorini.
The trip includes transportation from The Good News Center to Newark Airport, your flight, all accommodations and many
meals. A complete itinerary can be found by visiting our website: https://www.thegoodnewscenter.org/resources-copy-copy/.
An information night will be held on Thursday, April 29th at 6:30 PM at The Good News Center to help answer any questions.
Reservations are required for this informational meeting. You may make your reservation by calling 315-735-6210.
Don’t miss this exciting adventure of Walking in the Footsteps of St. Paul.

