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The Mission of          

The Good News 

Foundation is to share 

the love and 

knowledge of Jesus 

Christ through 

hospitality, spiritual 

growth and renewal 

and support of 

individuals, parish 

communities and   

family life. 

On Sunday, October 17th, The Good News Center will be sponsoring a concert by 
Catholic singer Donna Cori. Donna has been seen numerous times on EWTN (Eternal 
Word Global Catholic Television Network) where she appeared on “Life on the 
Rock” and “Backstage.” At the age of thirteen (13), Donna was chosen to sing in her 
first opera, Tosca, starring Pavarotti. She tried other forms of music including jazz 
and punk, but she now devotes her career to Catholic/Christian music. She feels that 
the music of the secular world is a distraction to true happiness. While secular music 
painted a picture of happiness that is unattainable, she chooses to focus on music that 
focuses on Jesus, the true source of happiness.  
 
To enable a larger audience to hear Donna, the concert will be held at Holy Trinity 
Church, 1206 Lincoln Ave., Utica at 3 PM on October 17th. As October is the month 
of the Rosary, her program will be of Marian songs followed by the Rosary. There is 
no cost to the event. A reception will be held in the Marian Room under the church 
following the concert.  
 
Donna will also be singing a few songs during the liturgy of each of the weekend 
Masses at Holy Trinity. The Mass schedule is 5 PM on Saturday and 8:30 AM, 10 
AM and 11:30 AM on Sunday.  
 
Jeff Cavins says of Donna, “I don’t know of one of her songs that I don’t like. 
Her music really touches me and to hear her sing just makes me want to worship 
the Lord.” 
 
Please join The Good News Center and Holy Trinity Church, who is currently 
celebrating its 125th anniversary, welcoming Donna Cori on October 17th at 3 PM for 
an uplifting concert.  
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Theology Uncorked- 
 Third Thursday every month 6:30–8 PM 
 Hart’s Hill Inn, Whitesboro, NY 
 Thursday, September 16th, Bishop Lucia 
 Thursday, October 21st, Friar Rick Riccioli  
              & Alexander LaPoint 
 Thursday, November 18th Sister Anne McNulty 
 Thursday, January 20th 2022 Deacon Brainard 
 Thursday, February, 17th 2022 Chris Spilka  
PAL- Parents of Addicted Loved Ones- 
            Every other Monday 6:30-8 PM 
Grief Survivors- 
            Every other Tuesday 6-7:30 PM 
Separated and Divorced Support Group- 
 Every other Sunday 5-7 PM          
The Third Option- 
            Every other Sunday 6:30-8:30 PM 
Caregiver Support Group- 
 Third Monday every month 6:30-8 PM 
Divorce Support Anonymous-  
 Every Thursday 6-7:30 PM 
 beginning September 23rd-ending December 16th 
Women at the Well- 
            Last Tuesday of every month 6:30-8 PM 

Love One Another- 
 Every Other Wednesday 12:00-1 PM 

Rosary Walk and Middle Eastern Dinner 
 Wednesday, August 11th  
 Dinner 5-5:45 PM Rosary 6 PM 
Bible Study-How Well Do You Know Jesus? 
 Wednesdays, September 8th-October 13th 
 10 AM-12 PM or 6-8 PM 
Bible Study-Presence The Mystery of the Eucharist 
 Wednesdays, October 27th-November 17th 
 10 AM-12 PM or 6-8 PM 
Bible Study-Rejoice! Advent Meditations with Joseph 
 Wednesdays, December 1st-December 22nd 
 10 AM-12 PM or 6-8 PM 
1992 Society Mass, Dinner & Garden Dedication 
 Thursday, August 26th 
 Mass 5 PM-Dedication and Dinner to follow 
Concert with Donna Cori Gibson 
 Sunday, October 17th 3 PM 
 Holy Trinity Church, Utica, NY 
Flags for Heroes 2021 
 November 2nd-November 11th 
Greece Pilgrimage 
 March 7th-18th 2022 
Darryl Strawberry- “Don’t Give Up On Me” 
 Thursday, April 7th, 2022 
 Hart’s Hill Inn, Doors Open at 5:30 PM 
Sight & Sound Theaters presents David  
 Tuesday, October 20th-Wednesday October 21st, 2022 

Ongoing Dates Upcoming Dates 

All of our support programs offer a hybrid format where we accommodate both in person and virtual meetings, giving participants an option.  

We have been blessed to be able to reopen our doors completely since the State of Emergency 
has been lifted. It feels so liberating to be able to not wear masks and to not have to socially 
distance. We are very thankful for all of you who helped us comply with the CDC guidelines 
and the government’s mandates. It was not easy for anyone. Thank you for your cooperation. 
COVID has opened new avenues for us. Many times distance posed an obstacle for people to 
come to our programs. But ZOOM has changed all that. We now have participants in our 
support groups from other states. Local individuals can benefit as well. If they have small 
children, they no longer need to get a babysitter. They can stay at home and still participate. 
Even weather is no longer an obstacle. We can ZOOM during a snowstorm.  
 

I guess my message is one of silver linings. God can make good out of the worst of situations. While we would never 
diminish the loss of someone to COVID, we are hopeful that those that need our programs are now able to receive 
the help they otherwise would not have received.  
 
I would like to especially thank those that supported us through these difficult days through prayer, encouragement, 
and donations. Your generosity has gotten us through what we hope has been the worst. 
 
God bless you, 

Message from the Executive Director 
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Our 7th Annual Flags for Heroes 2021  

For the 7th straight year, a beautiful vista of red, white 
and blue will appear on Utica’s Memorial Parkway as 
The Good News Center hosts its annual Flags for 
Heroes display of 1,000 United States Flags. The days 
leading up to and surrounding Veterans Day are the 
perfect time to remember and honor the men and 
women who have by their dedication become heroes in 
our lives. 

Honor your hero for their bravery, hard work, and 
dedication to our country by sponsoring a flag in 
memory or honor of your loved one. 

Proceeds will benefit Sitrin’s Military Rehabilitation 
Program which treats Post 9/11 Veterans. The Military 
Rehab Program has both traditional and alternative 
treatment options. 

Flags for Heroes Healing Field® display is a gift to the 
community made possible through donations, 
sponsorships and the efforts of many dedicated 
volunteers. 

Please visit our website (thegoodnewscenter.org) or 
call us at 315-735- 6210 to sponsor a flag for your 
hero. Flags will be displayed on the Memorial 
Parkway from November 2nd through November 
11th.  

Yevgeniy, or Yev as we call him, became the Maintenance Supervisor at The Good News 
Center in May. Yev grew up down the road from the center and never knew what the 
organization did. In fact, he thought it was a church. Researching Christian programs 
online, he became familiar with the work of the organization and became aware of a job 
opening from the Refugee Center. He is learning more and more about the organization 
daily. 
 
Yev, as the maintenance supervisor, would like to see a few changes in the building and 
on the grounds. He would like to see the trails expanded if possible and he hopes that the 
building and grounds are continually updated. He wants to see the building preserved and 
is anxious to see the brick pathway installed in the area located near the main entrance in 
the back.  
 
Yev and his wife have recently celebrated their second anniversary and he smiles broadly 
as he states they are happily married. They are looking forward to raising a family 
together. Yev enjoys spending time with family and friends, kayaking, hiking, other 
outdoor activities and video games. Yev shared that he has never been happier in a job. 
Welcome aboard, Yev! 

Yevgeniy Brutsky, Maintenance Supervisor 

Spotlighting Our Newest Team Member 
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Priest, Prophet, King-How Well Do You Know Jesus? 

How well do you know Jesus? Jesus is the anointed One-the ultimate Priest, prophet, and 
king foreshadowed throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. Throughout this experience, you will 
better understand who Jesus really is and also realize your own priestly, prophetic, and kingly 
mission.  

Join The Good News Center and deepen your relationship with Jesus Christ starting 
Wednesday, September 8th and continuing on through October 13th, mornings 10 AM-
12 PM and evenings  6-8 PM. The cost is $25.00 per person. Please register by August 18th 
by calling 315-735-6210 or visit us at thegoodnewscenter.org.  

Fall Bible Studies at The Good News Center 

What is it that is so special about the Eucharist? Join us as 
we explore what is so special through our four week Bible 
Study starting Wednesday, October 27th and continuing 
each Wednesday through November 17th.  
 
Although the Eucharist appears to be simple bread and wine, it 

is actually the “source and summit” of the Christian life. Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist explores the truth 
and beauty of Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist, from its origins in Sacred Scripture, to its profound role in the 
life of the Church and its members. It is the crescendo of the entire story of salvation. 
  
The cost is $15 per person. Morning session are 10 AM-12 PM and evening sessions are 6-8 PM. Please register by 
October 6th by calling 315-735-6210 or visit us at thegoodnewscenter.org. 

Presence-The Mystery of the Eucharist 

Rejoice! Advent Meditations with Joseph is a prayer resource with daily meditations 
that will enrich your Advent by inviting you to experience the first Advent with 
Joseph and Mary, as they await the birth of their son, the Savior of the world. 
 
Together with the guided meditation videos, this journal calls you daily to see 
through Joseph’s eyes, feel what is in Joseph’s heart, and read the Scripture that 
Joseph read, so you can fully prepare to welcome Jesus into your heart this 
Christmas. 
 
Each day, you’ll walk with Joseph with… 
A word - Focus on a single word each day to draw out the details, the specifics of 
who Joseph is. 
A reflection - Learn more about Joseph, the culture in which he was raised, and the 
world in which he lived. 
A Psalm - Each day, you’re given a Psalm to pray (just as Joseph himself would have 
prayed) to help you enter into prayer. 
A reading - In reading Scripture, you'll enter into the story of the first Advent, and 
walk beside Joseph. 
A prompt - Space is provided each day to journal. Record how the Lord is speaking 
to you this Advent.  
 
Join us Wednesdays, December 1st through December 22nd. Morning sessions are 10 
AM-12 PM and evening sessions are 6-8 PM. The cost is $10 per person. Please register 
by November 17th by calling 315-735-6210 or visit us at thegoodnewscenter.org. 

Rejoice! Advent Meditations with Joseph  

http://thegoodnewscenter.org/?fbclid=IwAR2vRjTsGzz-WZ-GVMR0N71CfnXaYhZXqtzXMcFgXbYxcZt6LubPMVXTDbw
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When a Marriage Falls Apart…. 
Finish the sentence. Typically there is no positive response. 
For many years The Good News Center has run a support 
program for those going through a divorce or separation. 
The program has helped many individuals and continues to 
do so. This program is free and is offered every other 
Sunday evening. Participants may join the group at any 

time. The program is our Separated and Divorced Support Group. 
 
Many of those who have gone through this program have asked, “Is there something else I can do? Do you offer 
another program to help me create a new beginning?” The answer until now was no. But happily we can say that 
we offer a program that will help individuals understand there is help and they can rebuild their lives. 
 
Beginning September 23rd, we will be offering an additional program for those who want and need more called 
Divorce Support Anonymous. This program has a beginning and an end lasting ten weeks and individuals must 
join within the first couple of weeks.  
 
But the most significant difference in this program is that once the participants have completed the course, they 
can opt to continue with the next phase where they create a plan on how to make a new beginning. This is an 
additional six weeks.  
 
There will also be a fee to this program of  $30 to cover the cost of the materials. Participants must register by 
September 16th. 
 
If you have struggled through your divorce, here is an opportunity to turn the page on a new chapter of your life.  

Our Two Newest Support Group Programs 

Caring...it’s not the hard part of caregiving. 
Millions of Americans take care of a family member or friend. 
While caregiving can be a labor of love, it can also be stressful.  
 
Family caregivers do everything from helping prepare meals and 
paying bills to assisting with medication and general activities of 
daily living. They do so that their parents, spouses, and other loved 
ones can continue to live independently in their homes and 
communities. A large percent of these caregivers do all of this while 
also holding down a job.  

 
Caregiving can be rewarding, but it can also be challenging. Stress from caregiving is common. Health problems 
may include depression and or anxiety. Some caregivers may feel overwhelmed by the amount of care their aging, 
sick or disabled family member needs.. There are ways to manage caregiver stress and you need to take care of 
yourself to be able to care for your loved one.  
 
To address this issue The Good News Center has initiated a FREE and confidential Caregivers Support Group the 
third Monday of the month from 6:30-8 PM. Facilitated by Susan Read, MS,RN., the group provides a source of 
emotional and social support and resources for those caring for a loved one. Our support group offers self-care 
strategies and tools to reduce stress and enhance coping. We welcome adults, spouses, family members or friends in 
the caregiver role to attend. We understand that sometimes it is not possible to leave your caregiving situation so the 
program is also being offered virtually. 
 
Although caregiving can be very challenging, it also has its rewards. It feels good to be able to care for a loved one. 
Spending time together can give new meaning to your relationship. 

Caregiver 
Support Group 

https://www.aarp.org/ppi/info-2020/managing-a-paid-job-and-family-caregiving.html


The Good News Center is pleased to announce that Bishop Douglas Lucia will be the guest 
speaker for Theology Uncorked on Thursday, September 16th.  
 
Bishop Lucia celebrates his second anniversary as Bishop of the 
Diocese of Syracuse in August. While a biography of Bishop 
Lucia is available on the diocesan website with all of the offices 
that the Bishop has held, a review of his coat of arms reveals so 
much more about him.  
 

Bishop Lucia’s coat of arms, as pictured here, prominently shows the homage he 
extends to the Trinity using one of the few approved symbols of the Trinity, the 
Triquetra. You may be more familiar with it as the Celtic knot. He also wanted to 
extend homage to his former diocese, The Diocese of Ogdensburg. He did so by 
including in his coat of arms an arrow loop in blue that is in the shape of a cross that 
is featured prominently on the coat of arms of the Ogdensburg diocese. (The arrow 
loop is an opening in a castle from which arrows could be shot.) Bishop Lucia also 
pays tribute to his family name with the sunburst on the cover of the book of Sacred 
Scripture that is impaled on the blue cross (arrow loop). Lucia translates to “light” in 
English. 
 
From this coat of arms, you can see that God, his faith community and his family are 
very important to Bishop Lucia.  
 
We look forward to learning more from and about our eleventh bishop of the Diocese of Syracuse, Douglas Lucia on 
September 16th as he joins us at Theology Uncorked. 
 
Seating is limited so please call (315-735-6210) as soon as possible to reserve your seat.  

It never fails. Make one home improvement and soon 
you are adding to the project.  
 
Both the large and small chapel needed to have 
flooring replaced. Tiles were popping up and were 
causing a tripping hazard. Due to the age of the 
building, the tile used at that time, of course, was 
asbestos. So, following proper guidelines, we had the 
asbestos abated, the air quality monitored and then 
new flooring installed.  
 
But as stated above, once you make an improvement, 
things get added to the project, mostly because the 
newness emphasizes the flaws in other features. We 
made the decision to paint the walls in both chapels 
which has given them a much cleaner look. Our new 
maintenance supervisor, Yev Brutsky, determined that the windows that opened needed caulking as well as the granite 
walls below the murals. We also had the oriental carpets cleaned before they were returned to their respective locations. 
Items that had been stored throughout the building due to the renovations were happily returned to their permanent 
homes.  
 
Jesus, in the Eucharist, was temporarily housed at St. Joseph-St. Patrick’s Church. The Eucharist is back in the 
tabernacle here at The Good News Center. The chapels are now in much better shape as they give glory and honor to 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.   
 
Thank you to our maintenance team, Yev and Logan, for taking on this project. 

The New and Improved Chapel 

Theology Uncorked welcomes Bishop Lucia 
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John & Karen Acee 
Dr. Raphael & Marcia Alcuri 
Mary Theresa Altieri 
Patricia Ball 
*Margaret Bielby 
*Scott & Loraine Bolen 
Helene Broccoli 
*Chris & Jessica Bussonnais 
*Frank Calaprice 
*Concetta Carcone 
*Barbara Jo Carino 
James Carpenter 
*Christ the King Shrine Marcy Inc. 
*Virginia Chromczak 
*Fay Ciancaglini 
Kevin Cooke 
*Mike & Pam Costantine 
*Gerald & Barbara Countryman 
Mary Currie 
*Richard & Joan Davis 
Discalced Carmelites 
Sandy Dulan 
*Michael Dziura 
Michael & Deborah Dyer 

*Karen Eichler 
*Steven Entwistle 
Linda Fake 
*Elizabeth Fusco 
Joan Gerardi 
Doris Goff 
Jeff & Cathy Gornick 
*Dave & Patty Hamlin 
*Fritz & Judy Hauck 
*Father Philip Hearn 
*Tim & Michelle Holliday 
Lois Hoyle 
Barbara Jakubowski 
*Susan Januszewski 
Camille Jasinski 
*Jane Jaskowiak 
*Jay & Lori Johnson 
*Bill & Mary Anne Kahler 
Daniel & Beverly Kane 
Dave & Karen Keep 
*Matt & Linda Kiefer 
*Marianne Lee 
Sue Lemery 
John Magill 

*Andy & Irena Manolescu 
Karleen Markowicz 
*Lurena McNamara 
Mohawk Valley Christian Women's Club 
Kathleen Mosca 
S. Ann Murray 
Teresa Olivadoti 
*Janet O'Toole 
Robert & Joan Payne 
Barbara Pellegrino 
*Rev. Leo Potvin 
*Cynthia Reles 
*Patricia Sheridan 
*Rev. Lester Smith 
Carol Stappenbeck 
Ellen Stappenbeck 
*John & Debbie Sullivan 
*The Compassionate Friends 
Helen Trotta 
*Christopher & Chris Urban 
*Thomas Williams 
Brother Leonard Wojtanowski 
John Zumpano 

Thank You Donors for your Continued Support! 

1992 Society Appreciation Dinner and Brick Unveiling 

In September of 2020 we launched our annual appeal and we invited donors to become a 
1992 Society member. Becoming a member was simple. A gift of $199.20 over a period 
of ten months was requested from previous donors. Those individuals and families that 
could give at that level of support were invited to an unveiling of a special brick pathway 
that had engraved bricks sponsored by these donors. 
 
If you would like to have a brick in our pathway in the future, you will once again have 
that opportunity. Watch for our annual appeal mailing that will go out in September. At 
that time you can indicate if you would like to be a part of this group and have a brick in 
the pathway. Previous donors can renew their pledge and add another brick to the 
walkway as well. First time brick sponsors will be asked to cover the cost of the brick in 
their donation for a total of $225. Renewal will be at the rate of $199.20. 
 
As we continue to add bricks to our walkway we will be building a meditation garden 
surrounding the statue of St. Vincent de Paul that will be placed on the pedestal at our 
main entrance in the back of the building. It will be a place of reflection and prayer while 
honoring the memory of the first occupants of our building, the Vincentian Fathers. It is 
our hope that this will be a living and lasting memorial to all who are remembered in our 
pathway. 
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Donors reflect gifts received between March 5-July 8, 2021 *1992 Society Member 
If you would like to support our Mission, please fill out the enclosed envelope & return to The Good News Center.  
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What’s Happening in 2022... 

Darryl Strawberry 

Darryl Strawberry...life after baseball, and his greater purpose.  
The Good News Center welcomes legendary baseball player and Pastor 
Darryl Strawberry, Thursday, April 7th, 2022, 6 PM at Hart’s Hill 
Inn. Darryl’s career consisted of 335 home runs, being the first overall 
pick in 1980 by the New York Mets and winning four World Series 
titles. 
 
Life after baseball has taken Strawberry from a troubled man to 
redemption. Strawberry has found a purpose to help people by speaking 
about his past struggles with drug addiction and alcohol abuse. For more 
information about the event or to purchase tickets please call The Good 
News Center at 315-735-6210.  

Follows the footsteps of St. Paul with The Good News Center March 
7th-18th, 2022 to places that we have heard in the New Testament: 
Corinth, Thessalonika, and Phillipi to name a few. This pilgrimage also 
includes a cruise on the Mediterranean to the Islands of Mykonos and 
Santorini.  

The fee includes ground transportation to the airport from The Good 
News Center, airfare, hotels, transportation in Greece, the cruise on the 
Mediterranean, many meals, and most tips. Feel free to call The Good 
News Center at 315-735-6210 or for more information visit https://
selectinternationaltours.com/wp-content/
uploads/2021/06/22EW03GRJH.pdf 

https://selectinternationaltours.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/22EW03GRJH.pdf
https://selectinternationaltours.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/22EW03GRJH.pdf
https://selectinternationaltours.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/22EW03GRJH.pdf

