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A Message from  
Christopher Urban, Board Chair 

Dear Friends of The Good News Center,  

Another year has passed and The Good News Center is better than ever. Executive 
Director Judy Hauck has continued to lead the staff, facilitators, and volunteer 
facilitators to accomplish new things (the Darryl Strawberry event was an 
overwhelming success) while making sure that our established programs continue 
to improve and reach more people. The local community might know us best for 
our annual Flags For Heroes event that commemorates Veterans Day; this year we 
raised and donated over $24,000.00 to the Sitrin Military Rehabilitation Program 
which treats Post 9/11 veterans.   

Behind the scenes we added several new members to our Board of Directors: 
Father Leo Potvin, David Bushey, and Scott Bolen. The biggest challenge we face 
in the upcoming year is finding a replacement for our Executive Director Judy 
Hauck, who is retiring. As with everything we do at The Good News, this is an 
"all hands" effort. Judy has set the bar almost impossibly high because she truly 
has all the traits and characteristics of a selfless leader: amazing integrity, total 
selflessness, inspirational, forward-looking, a great communicator, and focused on 
making everyone and everything around her better. 

The entire Board of Directors wishes to thank Judy for her extraordinary 
leadership of The Good News Center. Additionally, The Board of Directors 
wishes to thank the entire Staff and all the Facilitators for another outstanding 

Chris Urban 



 

 

A Message from  
Judy Hauck, Executive Director 
At Easter Mass, my church distributed a book called Humility of Heart by Fr. Cajetan 
Mary de Bergamo. I haven’t gotten deeply into the book yet but it is already hitting a 
nerve.  

The theme of the book is about humility. It stresses that our accomplishments are the 
result of being a part of the Body of Christ and that we do not achieve in isolation. 
Many times our accomplishments are simply the product of the office or position we 
hold. The book stresses that we need to put into perspective our role in God’s 
kingdom not becoming puffed up or proud. 

The author points out that Jesus chose fisherman to share His message, asking the 
apostles to follow Him and become fishers of men. But 
by what means did they fish? Did they use hooks or 
lures? They would only be able to catch one fish at a 
time that way. In addition, hooks and lures can be 
harmful and painful to the fish. We all know from 
Scripture that they used nets. The nets gather the fish 
together so that they can be harvested.  

The author continues his analogy with the Body of 
Christ. We, who are already believers, are the net. We 
need to be one in order to bring others to Christ. 
Sometimes the net has holes and needs to be mended. 
But together as Christians, supporting each other, we 
can evangelize and bring more nonbelievers into the 
fold. The work of all of us together makes a greater 
impact than each one of us working in isolation. 
Working in harmony to evangelize, where we are not 
puffed up by our lack of humility, scorning the skeptic 
or non-believer, but embracing them and through our 
own humbleness, bringing more sheep into the fold.  

As I think about all that The Good News Center has 
accomplished in 2021 and in the last 30 years, I see the 
staff and volunteers as the net, gathering more people to 
Christ. Working together we can make a difference in 
the lives of others through our programs such as Love 
One Another as we make lap blankets and conduct 
drives for various causes. Members of our various 
support groups such as Caregivers or The Third Option 
or PAL are there for each other, supporting each other. 
We are sharing the love of Jesus Christ. Working 
together through programs such as Theology Uncorked 
we can reach the skeptic, the nonbeliever while 
strengthening the faith of those who already believe. 

Let’s continue together to cast the net wider and wider 
as we gather others to be a part of The Body of Christ. 
We can’t do it in isolation. That is not what Jesus 
wanted. Even when He sent the disciples out to preach 
the Gospel, He sent them out two by two. As we 
complete thirty years of spreading God’s Word at The 
Good News Center, let us discern our role in The Body 
of Christ and do His work in order to answer the call to 
follow Him and become fishers of men.  
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A Moving Experience to be Shared 
In 2021 we once again posted one thousand flags along the Memorial Parkway in Utica commemorating and 
celebrating our heroes. It was the seventh time we dedicated that strip of land to our veterans, active military, first 
responders and their families. The journey has been a joyful one as each year we have had more flags sponsored 
each year. The emotions evoked by the waving of one thousand flags in the breeze can actually take your breath 
away. 

In 2021, 963 flags were sponsored, the most ever. We believe that the reason this happened was due to our 
marketing efforts. From the beginning of the 2021 campaign we shared who the beneficiary of the event was, 
Sitrin’s Military Rehabilitation Program. We incorporated footage into our television commercial of that program. 
Our community’s response was overwhelming and it allowed us to donate $24,000 to Sitrin in 2021.  

Over the past seven years we have been able to donate a total of $122,850.00 to various organizations including 
Sitrin, Veterans Outreach, Feed Our Vets, and Notre Dame NJROTC. The funds raised have benefitted veterans and 
those who may choose to serve their country. 

But the legacy of Flags for Heroes is the ripple effect it has had through the community, inspiring other 
organizations to raise money for veterans while also honoring them. In 2022 The Good News Center will allow the 
use of the flags (with the permission of Colonial Flag) for the second and last time to Flags of Honor in Rome. Their 
display of five hundred flags raised $15,000 for the New York State Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund Inc. In 2021 
the flags were once again unfurled to line the last leg of the Tunnel to Tower Run in honor of the first responders on 

9/11.  

And the legacy continues to grow. In 2022, banners along Utica’s Memorial 
Parkway will celebrate our veterans with their photos, military branch and 
years of service from Memorial Day through Veterans Day. I would like to 
think that this was inspired by Flags for Heroes with the image of the flags 
flying alongside these inspirational banners of our nation’s, and community’s, 
heroes.  

Thank you to all who have sponsored flags for the past seven years and to the 
businesses and individuals who have been field sponsors. Your generosity has 
not only honored our heroes, but helps them every single day through services 
and programs offered by Sitrin. God bless America! 



 

 

Lady of the Well 
In December we were gifted with a statue called Lady of the Well. It had been a part of 
the Sts. Cosmo and Damiano Chapel on Kossuth Street. With their scheduled closing 
they were looking for a home for this statue and others.  

The story of the Lady goes back to the 1700s when an icon of Our Lady was found in a 
well. The discoverer had journeyed into the well to drink of its healing waters. So 
surprised was he by the discovery that he dropped the candles that he was holding and 
they continued to burn although they had fallen into the water. The story continues how 
when trying to remove the icon from the wall of the well, it fell off and floated. In the 
1800s a statue representing the icon was crowned in a town of Italy. A replica of that 
statue now graces our small chapel. 

We were pleased to accept the statue. Its new home is our small chapel where our group 
Women at the Well meets under the direction of Sr. Mary Ellen Schopfer. “Water” and 
“wells” figure prominently in stories of the Bible in the Old and New Testament. Jesus, 
encountering the woman at the well, tells her that if she drinks from His water, she will 
never thirst again. The discoverer of the icon of the Lady trusted that the water in the 
well would heal him from his infirmities. Water is life sustaining both physically and 
spiritually. Please feel free to visit our new statue, Lady of the Well. Thank you to the 
Board of Directors of the Chapel for thinking of us and gifting us with this beautiful 
statue of Our Lady.  

The Caregiver Support Group meets at the Good 
News Center the third Monday of every month 6-7:30 
PM, providing a source of emotional support and 
resources for those caring for a family member or 
loved one. Our first meeting was a year ago this 
month. We began as a small group, a handful in 
person, and a few who joined virtually.  A 
friendliness among the group was felt immediately; 
their compassion and concern for one another filled 
the room, validating the need for this support group.  

We recognize caregiving can bring on some strong emotions. These meetings provide a safe place for folks to express 
feelings, without a need for explanation and without instilling feelings of judgement. Sharing is voluntary and 
everything that is said here, stays here. A loyalty has developed among members. Those who are further along in 
their caregiving journeys find fulfillment in helping others, offering insight to those who may be new to the role.  

In addition to the members sharing experience and hope, presenters from local organizations are invited each month 
to introduce programs and resources available as a toolkit for current or future use.  
Whether you prefer virtual or in person, our meetings are free and open to the public and we welcome you.  
 
Below are thoughts from two of our participants who have shared their group experiences: 
  
Anyone caregiving alone is missing out on learning about resources available to them to make their experience better, for 
them AND their loved one.  And there are feelings and experiences that caregivers have that are probably universal but that 
no one who hasn't lived this can understand, so you can speak about these things without judgement there and know that you 
are okay and that your feelings are normal.  It's also important to be able to have time just for you without your loved 
one.  Susan is a wonderful facilitator; I don't think she could possibly do a better job.  She's understanding, non-judgemental, 
caring, and attentive to what we need and makes sure to provide it.  I wonder how I would have survived my time as a 
caregiver without this group, honestly, because I would have spent all my free time trying to find answers to my questions 
when instead, Susan brought them all to me, once a month, while allowing me to not have to work for it and at the same time 
getting support, encouragement and understanding from others walking my same path.  -Julie 
 
I appreciate learning from the Caregivers Support Group the resources available.  Even if my loved one is not in 
need just yet, it provides an opportunity to prepare. –Shawn 

Supporting our Caregivers 



 

 

We were once again challenged to find unique ways to share our mission as COVID

St. Joseph’s Day: a Sawdust Pasta Dinner, drive through style. Hearing how a local sandwich ministry was having difficulty finding volun

Once the COVID numbers decreased, we were able to bring back in person events. In October we brought Donna Cori Gibson, a Cat
on contemplative prayer. We ended the year with a visit from the choir of Notre Dame Elementary School who sang us into the C

These programs and events were new in 2021 and were added to our existing spiritual renewal programs such as Bible studies, l



 

 

We were once again challenged to find unique ways to share our mission as COVID-19 surged several times in 2021. During one of the surges we found a unique way to recognize              

s Day: a Sawdust Pasta Dinner, drive through style. Hearing how a local sandwich ministry was having difficulty finding volunteers due to COVID, our staff became regular volunteers in order to feed the less fortunate.  

Once the COVID numbers decreased, we were able to bring back in person events. In October we brought Donna Cori Gibson, a Catholic singer, to a local church opening this free event to the public. Fr. Mark Kaminski offered several talks 
on contemplative prayer. We ended the year with a visit from the choir of Notre Dame Elementary School who sang us into the Christmas season.                                                                                                                

These programs and events were new in 2021 and were added to our existing spiritual renewal programs such as Bible studies, luncheons and Theology Uncorked.  



 

 

46 80 
45 297 

124 

80 
66 170 

162 

5 

BIBLE STUDY 
Facilitator-Michele Jones 

Sessions-59 

WOMEN AT THE WELL 
Facilitator-Sister Mary Ellen Schopfer 

Sessions-3 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
Facilitator-Linda Kiefer 

Sessions-11 

THEOLOGY UNCORKED 

Facilitator-Debbie Sullivan 

Sessions-8 

GRIEF SURVIVORS 
Facilitator-Anne Carlone Elacqua 

Sessions-26 

SEPARATED & DIVORCED SUPPORT GROUP 
Facilitators-Roxanne Hubbard & Mike Bielec 

Sessions-23 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

Facilitator-Susan Read, MS RN 

Sessions-8 

PAL-PARENTS OF ADDICTED LOVED ONES 

Facilitator-Michelle Holliday 

Sessions-23 

THE THIRD OPTION 

Facilitator-Becky & Joe  Madeira 

Sessions-22 

332 146 125 421 51 

Hybrid In-person Total attendance 

Hybrid Total attendance In-person 

19 

606 

502 

36 102 

605 

19 606 502 36 707 



 

 

$49,950 in grants were distributed to 

       11 organizations in 2021 

Notre Dame Elementary  School   $8,600 

Notre Dame Jr/Sr High School   $5,000 

Rome Catholic School    $2,750 

St. Patrick’s Catholic School    $5,350 

Holy Cross Academy      $2,300 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

GRANTS 
Diocese of Syracuse      $5,000 

Francis Corps       $4,550 

Holy Cross Academy      $5,000 

New York State Right to Life    $5,000 

Our Lady of the Rosary     $5,000 

Rescue Mission Alliance of Syracuse   $3,900 

REVIVE Hope & Healing Ministries   $5,000 

St. Bernard’s Church     $5,000 

St. Margaret’s Retreat Center    $1,500 

St. Mary-Mt. Carmel Church    $5,000 

Save the Storks      $5,000 

 

Youth Super Grant      $10,060 

$24,000 awarded in scholarships to  

              72 students in 2021 



 

 

$7,300 

$5,700 

$4,800 

$4,700 

$1,500 

Notre Dame Jr/Sr High School 

Notre Dame Elementary School 

Rome Catholic School 

THE GOOD NEWS CENTER EXPENSES TOTALED 

*Grants        $50,089.27 

*Scholarships       $24,626.32 

*Bible Study       $55,185.28 

*Theology Uncorked     $98,115.88 

*Women at the Well     $3,165.72 

*Caregiver Support Group    $17,600.49 

*Grief Support Group     $58,705.65 

*PAL Parents of Addicted Loved Ones  $9,776.13 

*Separated & Divorced Support Group  $44,471.40 

*The Third Option      $61,722.49 

*Retrouvaille       $819.96 

*The Good News Center  Events   $79,958.91 

*Overhead cost is included in all program expenses. 

$534,432.23 IN 2021 

(includes GN Luncheons, Rosary Walk, Scripture Meditations, Retreats etc.) 

Parish/Clergy Support     $4,222.05 

Card Ministry       $650.15 

Bibles, Books & CDs     $118.50 

Evangelistic Materials     $932.72 

Hospitality       $36.13 

Veterans Programs ( Flags for Heroes proceeds)  $24,000 



 

 

John & Karen Acee 

Dr. Raphael & Marcia Alcuri 

Mary Theresa Altieri 

American Beverage Club 

Philomena Amodio 

Patricia Ball 

Amy & Kay Balog 

*Gerald Balutis 

Bay Area Beauty Blogger 

*Margaret Bielby 

*Scott & Loraine Bolen 

Joanne Bonvicino 

Helene Broccoli 

*Michael & Andrea Buckley 

Dorothy Buley 

*Jessica Bussonnais 

*Mike & Janet Butler 

*Frank Calaprice 

Carla Calenzo 

*Concetta Carcone 

Cynthia Cardarelli 

*Barbara Jo Carino 

James Carpenter 

*Christ The King Shrine Marcy Inc. 

*Virginia Chromczak 

Fay Ciancaglini 

Darren & Allison Cittadino 

Roger & Gayle Cleveland 

*Claudia Coman 

Kevin Cooke 

*Michael & Pamela Costantine 

*Gerald & Barbara Countryman 

Rosemarie Craine 

Sharon Cronk 

Mary Currie 

Patricia Currier 

*Richard & Joan Davis 

*Amelia DeMetri 

Discalced Carmelites 

Divine Mercy Parish & 

 The Mission of St. Bernadette 

*Drew & Betsy Donovan 

Sandy Dulan 

Michael & Deborah Dyer 

Michael Dziura 

*Karen Eichler 

 

Joe & Valerie Elacqua 

*Steven Entwistle 

Linda Fake 

*Paul & Robin Fostini 

*Elizabeth Fusco 

Peggy Gadziala 

Joan Gerardi 

Doris Goff 

Jeff & Cathy Gornick 

*Marci Green 

Neil Greer 

*Patrick & Barbara Grimes 

*Dave & Patty Hamlin 

*Shawn Hast 

*Fritz & Judy Hauck 

*Father Philip Hearn 

Terry & Roxann Heintz 

Polly Herring 

Holland Farms Bakery & Deli 

*Michelle & Timothy Holliday 

Betty Holman 

Lois Hoyle 

Deacon Daniel Hurley 

Ralph & MaryAnn Imundo 

Barb Jakubowski 

*Susan Januszewski 

Camille Jasinski 

*Jane Jaskowiak 

Jay-K Lumber 

*Jay & Lori Johnson 

*Michele Jones 

*Bill & Mary Anne Kahler 

Daniel & Beverly Kane 

Dave & Karen Keep 

*Matt & Linda Kiefer 

Steve & Diana Kingsley 

Florence Kowal 

Jacquie LaMendola 

Lisa Maline 

*Francis & Marianne Lee 

Sue Lemery 

Gail Lewis 

John Magill 

*Lisa Maline 

Claire Manino 

*Andy & Irena Manolescu 

Karleen Markowicz 

Tom & Maureen Mayer 

*Mike & Cindy McCormack 

Steve & Debbie McIntosh 

*Lurena McNamara 

Garth & Donna Mellick, Jr. 

John & Lori Miano 

Frank & Clorinda Mondi 

Kathleen Mosca 

*Laura Muldoon 

S. Ann Murray 

*NBT Bank 

Teresa Olivadoti 

Janet O'Toole 

Janis Palozzi 

*Frank & Margaret Papale 

Cathy Patterman 

Robert & Joan Payne 

Barbara Pellegrino 

*Karen Pirnie 

*Rev. Leo Potvin 

*Cynthia Reles 

Bertha Romanow 

Joe Rzepka 

*Tom & Dorothy Scibetta 

Patricia Sheridan 

Rev. Lester Smith 

Carol Stappenbeck 

Ellen Stappenbeck 

*John & Debbie Sullivan 

*The Compassionate Friends 

Barbara Thomas 

Helen Trotta 

*Deborah Tyksinski 

*Christopher & Chris Urban 

Gayle VanSlyke 

Daniel & Christine Welker 

*Judy Williams 

*Thomas Williams 

*William Wilson 

Brother Leonard Wojtanowski 

Yang Foundation 

*Stephen Zogby 

John Zumpano 

Robert Zumpano 

Susan Zumpano 

 *Indicates 1992 Society Member Donors for 2021. Participation in Flags for Heroes is not reflected here. 

Many, many thanks to all our donors! 



 

 

10475 Cosby Manor Road Utica, NY 13502 
315-735-6210 
thegoodnewscenter.org 
 

Thank you to all our donors in 2021.                                                                     

Through your generosity of                                                                                         

$35, 963.37                                                                                                          
we have continued to fulfill our mission of sharing the love and 

knowledge of Jesus Christ.                                                                                               

We would like to express our deepest gratitude! 

“Giving is not just about making a donation. 

It is about making a difference.” 


